Trafigura re SOMO report on tax avoidance & human rights impacts
2 Aug 2013

Business & Human Rights Resource Centre invited Trafigura to respond to the following items:
· “The Netherlands haven for companies that violate human rights”, Centre for Research on Multinational Corporations (SOMO), 23 July 2013, http://somo.nl/news-en/somo-news/the-netherlands-haven-for-companies-that-violate-human-rights 

· “Private Gain – Public Loss: Mailbox companies, tax avoidance and human rights”, Roos van Os, Katrin McGauran & Indra Römgens, Centre for Research on Multinational Corporations (SOMO), July 2013, http://somo.nl/publications-nl/Publication_3975-nl/at_download/fullfile
Trafigura sent us the following response: 

“Probo Koala: Trafigura is cognisant of the fact that stakeholders within the Netherlands are uniquely sensitive to the Probo Koala incident and the corresponding impact it had (both real and perceived) on the Port of Amsterdam and the people of the Ivory Coast in 2006. Trafigura’s experiences stemming from the Probo Koala incident have had a profound impact on the company and its staff. While Trafigura strenuously maintains that its staff acted in an appropriate manner throughout, using industry standard practices, the Probo Koala incident has been a catalyst for substantive and ongoing reviews of the company’s operations. The company remains a significant investor in the Ivory Coast and is committed to investing responsibly in Africa. Our position regarding these events, backed up by independent expert analysis, is well documented on our website. It is disappointing to note that organisations such as SOMO continue to publish material relevant to the Probo Koala incident with apparent disregard for the facts: http://www.trafigura.com/media-centre/probo-koala/?view=Standard 
Tax: Trafigura adheres to applicable local and international tax law in the countries it operates in. While SOMO have stated otherwise, we wish to reiterate the fact that Trafigura’s effective corporate income tax rate on the Group’s trading result typically ranges from 16 to 22%.”
