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Statement on local stakeholder engagement in Norway  
 
 
Dear Sir/ Madam, 
 
Thank you very much for your request. We appreciate the opportunity to respond to your 
enquiry and share our company’s response. 
 
As a responsible investor and signatory to the PRI, we are committed to contributing to the 
European energy transition through the financing of sustainable investments and by 
providing investment solutions that reduce carbon emissions. Aquila Group employs a fully 
integrated investment and asset management approach and incorporates ESG criteria 
throughout the entire investment process. 
 
As part of our renewable energy business, we have a number of onshore wind projects, 
particularly in Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Finland. As a matter of principle and 
philosophy, we consider engagement and sound relations with our local communities and 
other stakeholders to be of the utmost importance. We have maintained this approach 
through the wide variety of projects we have undertaken since our investment activities 
began. 
 
Øyfjellet Wind Park started as a local initiative, and, since inception, we have entered into 
over 100 separate voluntary agreements with landowners, businesses and organisations in 
relation to the project. Øyfjellet Wind Park has been through an extensive licensing process 
with approval from local and national Norwegian authorities. The licensing process started in 
July 2011 with a formal notification, and subsequently a public hearing. Øyfjellet Wind Park 
was granted a licence by the Norwegian Water Resources and Energy Directorate (NVE) in 
November 2014. The decision was appealed, and the licence was confirmed by the Ministry 
of Petroleum and Energy in 2016.  
 
By way of background, in Norway, most wind power development applications are rejected or 
recommended to be withdrawn. According to Rune Flateby, Head of the License Department 
of NVE, as many as 66 per cent of the applications are rejected. Despite this, Øyfjellet is 
among the small number of wind power projects that has succeeded in passing the licensing 
process.1  
 

 
1 https://enerwe.no/nve-vindkraft/nve-har-avslatt-to-2-av-3-vindkraftsoknader/334552 
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Norway was the first country in the world to ratify the ILO Convention no. 169 on indigenous 
peoples and tribal peoples2 in independent countries in 1990. According to ILO Convention 
169, indigenous peoples have the right to be consulted in matters that directly affect their 
interests. In the agreement on procedures for consultations between state authorities and the 
Sami Parliament from 2005, there are rules for how consultations with the Sami Parliament 
are to be carried out. Furthermore, NVE and the Sami Parliament have a separate 
agreement on the implementation of consultations from 2009, which specifies how the 
consultations between NVE as the licensing authority for energy facilities and the Sami 
Parliament are to be carried out in practice.3 

Accordingly, the Sami people had the right to be consulted, and Jillen-Njaarke district has 
been actively involved in the licensing process. The district´s priorities have been given 
considerable weight in the assessment by the NVE and the Ministry. As the district appealed 
the decision of NVE, the Ministry was required to make a final decision based on a thorough 
independent judicial assessment. The judicial report specifically addressed Sami rights, and 
concluded that the establishment of the Øyfjellet Wind Park is not in conflict with the UN 
convention on civil and political rights art. 27.4 

In conclusion, we would like to point out that as a responsible investor it is of paramount 
importance to us to recognise the heritage as well as the cultural and economic significance 
associated with Sami reindeer husbandry for the Sami district. We continue to work with all 
relevant parties to secure a mutually beneficial future.  
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Aquila Capital Management GmbH 
 
 
 

 
2 https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:C169 
3 https://www.nve.no/Media/6952/reindrift-og-annen-samisk-utmarksbruk.pdf 
4 http://webfileservice.nve.no/API/PublishedFiles/Download/201104174/1910185 


