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Modern Slavery Statement 2017 

This statement is published by French Connection Group Plc in accordance with the Modern 

Slavery Act 2015.  It sets out the actions taken during the financial year ending 31st January 2017 

and steps we intend to take going forward to aim to prevent modern slavery from its business 

and supply chains. 

The Business 

French Connection Group Plc is a design led, medium sized fashion retailer.  It consists of four 

brands: French Connection; Great Plains; Toast; and YMC, with French Connection representing 

83% of group revenues last financial year.  It operates Retail, Wholesale and Licensing businesses 

across UK, Europe, North America, the Middle East as well as Asia and Australasia.   

The group uses third party manufacturing facilities around the world and has 315 direct product 

suppliers.  40% of our product is sourced from China, 30% from India with the remainder being 

sourced predominantly from Europe.    

Policies 

The group requires all of its product suppliers to abide by its guidelines contained in the supplier 

code of conduct.  Our supplier guide and the employment standards required of our suppliers 

accord with industry standards including amongst other things that employees should: be given a 

safe and healthy environment to work in; be given the right to free association; be paid a fair 

wage; not be forced or bonded labour; be of an appropriate age; and work only reasonable 

hours. 

 

Due Diligence Process 

Our staff visit the factories we use for garment production on a regular basis and consider the 

environment and work practices during those visits and we reserve the right to conduct third 

party audits where necessary.  In Hong Kong, India, Turkey and Poland we also have buying 

offices staffed with French Connection employees which allows us to further monitor standards 

of factories directly.    

 

Risks 

The areas of the supply chain where there is most risk of modern slavery and human trafficking is 

where product is sourced through third party suppliers which is particularly prominent in  the 

licensing business.  To manage this risk we work with trusted partners who are required to sign 

an agreement which ensures working practices are fair.  

  

Further steps to prevent Modern Slavery 

French Connection is committed to ensuring it maintains high ethical standards and due diligence 

processes in place which aim to prevent modern slavery and human trafficking in its supply 

chain.  We aim to increase visibility throughout the supply chain and strengthen relationships 

with suppliers to increase focus on these important issues.   
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