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European Union

Delegation to the Kingdom of Cambodia

Media Release

With reference to recent media reports, the Delegation wish to clarify as follows:

Preparations have been launched for a Commission decision which wil set in motion the formal procedure for
temporary withdrawal of Everything But Arms (EBA) preferences for Cambodia.  Once the Commission decision is
taken, the temporary withdrawal procedure begins with a six months official monitoring period. During this period,
the Commission provides the country concerned with every opportunity to cooperate, and gathers ail necessary.
information. This is followed by another 6 months period to produce a report on findings and to conclude the
procedure with another Commission decision on whether or not to withdraw the tarif preferences

The Everything But Arms trade scheme grants duty free and quota free access to the EU Single Marketfor al products
(except arms and armaments) from Cambodia and other Least Developed Countries (LDCs). Benefitting from these
preferences is based on respect by al beneficiary countries of the principles enshrined in the fifteen United Nations
(UN) and International Labour Organisation (ILO) fundamental Conventions on human rights and labour rights. The
launch of preparations for a withdrawal procedure reflects serious concerns over developments in Cambodia in
relation to respect for the ights and freedoms embodied in these Conventions.

The €U has emphasised that it wil keep the channels of dialogue with Cambodia open, and that if Cambodia were to
take measures to swiftly remedy the situation that has led to the intiation of the withdrawal procedure, the EU would
reconsider the situation.

Phnom Pen, 7 October 2018









