Response from Siemens to items raising concerns about human rights abuses related to the Tapajos hydroelectric plant in Brazil
9 August 2016
The Business & Human Rights Resource Centre invited Siemens to respond to the following items:

· [German] “Report Siemens: Grüne Innovation oder Amazonas-Zerstörung?”, Greenpeace, 15 June 2016

https://www.greenpeace.de/sites/www.greenpeace.de/files/publications/20160617_greenpeace_tapajos-report.pdf 

· [German] “Protest gegen Amazonas-Staudamm: Greenpeace verlang klares „Nein“ von Siemens zur Urwaldzerstörung in Brasilien”, EPO online, 22 July 2016
http://www.epo.de/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=12922:protest-gegen-amazonas-staudamm-greenpeace-verlangt-klares-nein-von-siemens-zur-urwaldzerstoerung-in-brasilien&catid=46&Itemid=115  

· “Siemens respond, but what they say is a joke”, Greenpeace, 14 July 2016

http://www.greenpeace.org.uk/blog/forests/siemens-respond-what-they-say-joke-20160714 

· [Portuguese] “Siemens: deixe o Tapajós livre”,  Greenpeace, 19 de julho 2016 

http://www.greenpeace.org/brasil/pt/Noticias/Siemens-deixe-o-Tapajos-livre/
· [Portuguese] “Siemens ignora apelo de mais de 1 milhão de pessoas para não destruir a Amazônia”,  Greenpeace, 22 de julho de 2016

http://www.greenpeace.org/brasil/pt/Noticias/Siemens-ignora-apelo-de-mais-de-1-milhao-de-pessoas-para-nao-destruir-a-Amazonia/ 

Siemens sent the following response to the Resource Centre:

First and foremost I would like to state that SIEMENS always acts in accordance with national and international laws and regulations and supports initiatives, that contribute to the reduction of environmental as well as social impacts of such projects.

With regard to the Tapajos hydroelectric plant the situation currently is as follows:
• At present, the Brazilian authorities have suspended the approval process for the project. This means that the approval stage is not yet complete, and neither is an invitation to tender imminent. For this reason we cannot comment on any possible participation at this stage.

• The assessment of such projects and decisions for or against them are questions that lie within the national sovereignty of Brazil. Any decision must first be taken by the Brazilian government – and thus also by Brazilian society and relevant public bodies. A possible involvement depends on the results of the Brazilian authorities’ analysis of legal and environmental aspects.

• In the area of hydro power, Siemens holds a minority stake in Voith-Hydro. For this reason, the decision about submitting a bid will be made by Voith-Hydro and not by Siemens. Nor has a decision been reached about a possible direct involvement of Siemens in other areas of the project, including energy distribution.

• Brazil’s population is growing, and the demand for electricity is growing with it. The São Luiz do Tapajós hydroelectric plant could make a significant contribution toward the use of clean energy to meet demand in this country and toward replacing more CO2-intensive sources of energy – such as diesel fuel, which is used particularly in the northern part of the country.

• In the event of participation, Siemens would serve as a provider of products and solutions that help minimize environmental impact and increase the supply of clean energy in Brazil.

Last but not least I like to point out, that SIEMENS is talking with Greenpeace and other stakeholders, and we're assessing the issues intensively – as we strive to help secure a sustainable, reliable and affordable supply of power for the people of Brazil.

