
Response by Glencore 
 
Dear Ms Romero and Mr Lazala, 
 
Thank you for providing Glencore with the opportunity to the respond to the alleged links between 
paramilitaries and our Colombian subsidiary, Grupo Prodeco (Prodeco) that are raised in the DW 
documentary, “Asesino a sueldo en Colombia | DW Documental” on 17 de febrero de 2021 . 
 
Prodeco has never had any relationship with groups outside the law, particularly with paramilitaries. 
 
We understand that these allegations arise from the eviction of families from an area of land called El 
Prado, that borders Prodeco’s Calenturita mine’s concession. Prodeco does not have a legal title to carry 
out mineral exploitation or any interest in the El Prado land.  
 
In 2002, group of families claimed to have been forcibly removed from the El Prado land by 
paramilitaries. These families filed a criminal lawsuit against the head of the paramilitary group that 
ordered the displacement and obtained a court order by which the paramilitaries were condemned and 
imprisoned and the National Land Agency (ANT), who was managing the resettlement, was obligated to 
either return El Prado land to these families or, if this was not possible, to compensate these families 
with the value of their land. Prodeco was not involved in the criminal case.  
 
This court ruling was ratified by the Colombian Supreme Court in July 2012 and in 2014, the ANT 
accepted this court ruling. The decision coincided with Prodeco’s active engagement with the Colombian 
government on this matter. 
 
On several occasions, members from this group of families arbitrarily entered Prodeco’s mining 
concession, claiming that the ANT violated their rights by not complying with the ruling, as it had 
provided compensation, but did not provide alternative land. Prodeco raised this with the Colombian 
government and the ANT. Following several requests, a meeting took place in 2019 between the Mayor 
of la Jagua de Ibirico, El Prado representatives and the ANT to review the claims and positions of the 
different parties involved.  
 
As a result of the meeting, the community accepted that their lawyer would file an additional claim 
against ANT for a judicial confirmation on the legal grounds for the community to receive additional 
compensation from ANT. Since then, there has been no further protests or blockages from El Prado’s 
community against Prodeco. 
 
Prodeco has complied with all its obligations for the families of El Prado and always engaged with them 
in a respectful and constructive manner. Prodeco does not have the legal title to carry out any mining 
exploitation on the El Prado land. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUR-v-yyfJA&feature=youtu.be

