
Kazgermunai
Summary
There have been a number of noted human rights allegations 
related to Kazgermunai that includes:   

 Ĺ Labour Rights:  
In 2011, Kazgermunai was fined for violating workers’ rights and 
labour standards. Retired workers did not receive payments 
they were owed as part of their employment contract. 
Additionally, employee contracts did not include enough 
information about wages and remuneration which is in 
violation of Kazakhstan’s labour code. 

 Ĺ Environmental Degradation and Pollution:  
Kazgermunai has received several fines for violations of 
environmental law. In 2020, the regional department of ecology 
found violations of the law with one of them being that the 
company operated without a permit for emissions.  

The company has some human rights policies available at its 
website. Kazgermunai did not respond to our questionnaire of its 
human rights policies and commitments.

Country: Kazakhstan
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Company Information
Kazgermunai develops the oil and gas fields of the 
Kyzylorda Oblast, including Akshabulak Central, 
Akshabulak East, Akshabulak South and Nuraly fields. 
The company is owned by KazMunaiGas (50%) and 
PetroKazakhstan (50%). KazMunaiGas is Kazakhstan’s 
state-owned oil company, while PetroKazakhstan 
is jointly owned by KazMunaiGas (33%) and China 
National Petroleum Corporation (67%) which is China’s 
state-owned oil and gas company. 

Kazgermunai previously received financing from the 
International Finance Corporation (IFC). The IFC 
also held shares in the company which it later sold to 
KazMunaiGas.
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Human Rights Allegations
Labour Rights
In 2011, Kazgermunai was fined for violating workers’ rights and labour standards. Retired workers did not receive 
payments they were owed as part of their employment contract. 

Additionally, employee contracts had not included enough information on wages and remuneration. This is in 
violation of Kazakhstan’s labour code which requires employers to include certain provisions on payments, salaries, 
hazard pay, minimum wages and etcetera. Moreover, workers were not informed about salary-related information 
such as mandatory pension contributions and deductions to employee pay. 

Environmental Degradation and Pollution
Kazgermunai has received several fines for violations of environmental law. In 2007, the company emitted 3.7 million 
more tons of air pollution than it was allowed. Kazgermunai was fined for causing environmental damage while 
constructing roads to the facilities, and the parent company, PetroKazakhstan, was fined for an oil spill.

In 2020, the regional department of ecology found gross violations of the law, including that the company operated 
without a permit for emissions into the environment and the atmosphere. Carbon monoxide was emitted several 
times over the established standard. 
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https://www.kmg.kz/eng/kompaniya/dochernie_organizacii/dochernie_organizacii/?cid=0&rid=334
https://www.petrokazakhstan.kz/eng
https://pressroom.ifc.org/all/pages/PressDetail.aspx?ID=19099
https://kursiv.kz/news/kompanii/2011-02/kazgermunay-oshtrafovan-na-700-tys-tenge-za-narushenie-prav-rabotnikov?page=11
https://www.kt.kz/rus/society/kazgermunaj_oshtrafovan_za_narushenie_trudovih_prav_rabotnikov_1153532126.html
https://online.zakon.kz/Document/?doc_id=30372143#pos=5;-20
https://www.caravan.kz/news/v-kyzylordinskojj-oblasti-s-nachala-goda-vyyavleno-59-faktov-narusheniya-prirodookhrannogo-zakonodatelstva-202942/
https://kazakh-zerno.net/174259-milliony-tenge-za-zagrjaznenie/


Human Rights Commitments
Kazgermunai has a number of policies and documents related to human rights topics that includes: 

 Ĺ Anti-corruption

 Ĺ Social Responsibility 

 Ĺ Collective agreement

 Ĺ Occupational health and safety

 Ĺ Environment protection

 Ĺ Policies and Objectives in the field of occupational safety and environment

Furthermore, the company provides a hotline for complaints.

The company’s occupational health and safety policy sets the following “goals”:

 Ĺ Protection of the employees’ life and health;

 Ĺ Preservation of zero injury of personnel under performance of job duties;

 Ĺ Constant improvement of the quality characteristics of the personal protective equipment;

 Ĺ Reduction in the accident rate at hazardous production facilities;

 Ĺ Improve a quality of compulsory training in the field of industrial, fire safety and occupational safety;

 Ĺ Prevention of illness and rehabilitation of staff;

 Ĺ Formation of the production units managers’ leadership in the field of occupational safety and health, fire, 
safety and environmental protection

 Ĺ Establishment of workers' personal responsibility for compliance with industrial, fire, occupational safety and 
environment

Kazgermunai states that its main objectives in the field of environmental protection are as follows:

 Ĺ Ensuring environmental safety at production facilities;

 Ĺ Reducing negative impacts on environment through introduction of new advanced technologies, equipment, 
materials, and improvement process control automation;

 Ĺ Rational use of natural resources, minimizing oil and gas losses.

Kazgermunai conducts monitoring of air pollution, groundwater, waste water, soil, vegetation, waste and radiation. 
The company insists that environmental monitoring is carried out by an external accredited laboratory during a 
contractual basis. Additionally, reports about industrial environmental control shall be submitted to the authorised 
body in the field of environmental protection during a quarterly basis.

Kazgermunai did not respond to our questionnaire of its human rights policies and commitments. 
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