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Business & Human Rights Resource Centre: 
 
Thank you for your letter regarding the operations of Chevron’s affiliate, Unocal Myanmar 
Offshore Co. Ltd. (UMOCL), and its investment in the Yadana Project in Myanmar.  
 
I share your concern about the instability in Myanmar and the devastating impact it is having on 
the country’s citizens as they continue to strive to become a modern, peaceful and prosperous 
nation.  I want to be very clear that in weighing our response to the ongoing crisis, the welfare of 
employees and the people of Myanmar are our utmost priority.   
 
We spelled out our position in a cross-sector public statement released on February 19 
expressing deep concern about the developments in Myanmar.  In the letter, we reiterated our 
commitment to foster a business environment that respects human rights and to work hand in 
hand with local business partners that share the same approach. 
 
For more than 25 years we have made significant investments in health care, economic 
development and renewable energy programs that benefit the people of Myanmar.  Our social 
investment programs have reached more than a million people in Central Myanmar.  In the 
current situation we are working with civil society, governments, and NGOs to provide additional 
humanitarian assistance to vulnerable communities.  We have also contributed to a multitude of 
other programs which are detailed in our Responsible Investment in Myanmar report.  
 
Additionally, the Yadana Project provides a critical and stable supply of energy to communities 
in Southeast Asia.  The gas delivered to Myanmar is used to generate 50 percent of Yangon’s 
electricity and powers homes, schools, hospitals and telecommunications networks, and is also 
crucial to supplying energy for the people of Thailand.    
 
We are working with the project operator, a Total, S.A. affiliate, to ensure safe and reliable 
energy for the people of Myanmar during this time of crisis. The Yadana Project works with the 
Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE), the Myanmar national oil company, which is also the 
primary regulator for the industry.  The export pipeline payments and dividend distributions are 
paid to MOGE and are not within UMOCL’s control. UMOCL pays income taxes through MOGE, 
as required by law.  If we do not pay our taxes, we stand in breach of contract, which could put 
employees at undue risk of criminal charges. 
 
We continue to monitor the complex and fluid situation in Myanmar. The operator, Total, has 
announced it will discontinue new projects and drilling but continue to produce gas.  We support 
that position.  If the supply of gas from the project is interrupted, this would cut a lifeline to 
millions of people.  Businesses, hospitals, and everyday life could be without power during a 
pandemic, further exacerbating the already difficult conditions.  We believe it is best to continue 
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operations to support the people of Myanmar who rely on the much-needed energy and to 
protect our loyal employees.    
 
We remain focused on upholding our human rights policy, including our support for the 
Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights. I assure you we will continue to monitor the 
situation and engage with business partners, government and non-government organizations in 
working towards a peaceful and beneficial future for the people of Myanmar.  I welcome your 
interest and engagement on this critical issue.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Michael K. Wirth 
Chairman & CEO 
Chevron Corporation 

 

 


