Regarding response of the Petropavlovsk PLC
In her response, the employee of the Petropavlovsk PLC, describing the positive aspects of the company's interaction with the Ivanovoskoye village residents and personally with the head of the village administration Sergei Savelievich Nikiforov, who is now serving a term in a corrective colony with strict regime, considered the facts of cooperation she provided as sufficient evidence of the company's non-involvement in his dismissal from the post of head of the village administration and subsequent conviction.

Herewith the response ignores the facts of a tough resistance of the villagers and the Chairman of the village Sergei Nikiforov to numerous attempts by the Petropavlovsk PLC and its subsidiaries "Khergu", "Temi", and others to obtain licenses for gold mining within the boundaries of the Ivanovskoye municipality.

The company reports about the 2011 public hearings, which allegedly it held in the Ivanovskoye, when its project received support from 88 villagers. We are not aware of any documentary evidence of these hearings.

However, there is a document on the Decision of the village meeting dated February 22, 2012, at our disposal, which is attached to our letter.

“Having considered at the meeting of villagers the issue of an auction conducted by the Administration for Subsoil Use in the Amur Region for geological study, exploration and placer gold mining in the valley of the Elga Bolshaya river, in the valley of the Ivanovskiy and Bogorodskiy rivulets, Selemdzhinskiy district, Amur Region, and recognition of ZAO “Khergu” as the winner of the auction, the villagers have decided the following:

1. Contact Administration for Subsoil Use in the Amur Region, President of the Russian Federation Dmitry Medvedev, Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, Governor of the Amur Region O.N. Kozhemyako, political parties of the Russian Federation, and media to revoke the license of ZAO “Khergu” for geological studies, exploration and mining of placer gold in the basins of Elga Bolshaya river, in the valley of Ivanovskiy and Bogorodskiy rivulets, Selemdzhinskiy district.
2. Exclude from the register of the Amur Region auctions of the Elga Bolshaya river basin, the valley of Ivanovskiy and Bogorodskiy rivulets, due to the fact that the Ivanovskiy rivulet is located on the territory of the Ivanovskoye settlement, in the Selemdzhinskiy district, and Bogorodskiy rivulet is the only clean stream which is used by residents of Ivanovskoye village for personal needs, and is a territory of traditional use of natural resources by indigenous minorities of North.

 3. February 28, 2012, at 16:00 to convene an extra meeting of the villagers with representatives of the Selemdzhinskiy district administration, ZAO “Khergu”.

4. In case of not arriving to a positive decision and disregarding benefits for indigenous minorities of North residing in Ivanovskoye village to pursue:
- boycotting the Presidential elections in Russian Federation, local elections to Selemdzhinskiy District Council, Ivanovskoye Village Council to be held March 4, 2012.
- picketing to prevent geologic exploration and subsequent extraction of placer gold in the valley of the Ivanovskiy and Bogorodskiy rivulets.
- sending the protocol of the Decision of residents of the Ivanovskoye village to President of the Russian Federation D.A. Medvedev, the Prime Minister of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin, the Governor of the Amur Region, O.N. Kozhemyako, political parties of the Russian Federation, Russian mass media.

5. The present Decision of the villagers’ meeting comes into force from the day of its adoption.
The Decision of the Ivanovskoye villagers’ meeting was signed by the Chairman of the meeting S.S. Nikiforov, and Secretary of the meeting E. Didenko. The license ZAO "Khergu" was withdrawn as a matter of urgency before the elections. In his letter to the Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East of the Russian Federation dated March 28, 2012, Acting Minister of Natural Resources of the Amur Region, acknowledged that “the rights of the Evenki community of the Ivanovskoye village were indeed violated... There will be no mining operations in these fields" (p. 101 http://www.csipn.ru/publications/zhurnal-1).

In 2013, an unpleasant, albeit typical, situation occurred when, believing in the promise of LLC “DalTeploEnergo” representative, that they would speed up the repairing of the village water supply system before it gets cold, S.S. Nikiforov transferred to the account of this mysterious organization the entire amount of budget funds allocated for this repair. The repair was not carried out and S.S. Nikiforov turned to the court. “By the decision of the arbitration court on December 18, 2013, the contract No. 3 was terminated due to violation of its terms by the defendant, and LLC “DalTeploEnergo” was ruled to pay 2,094,373 rubles 81 kopecks in favor of administration of the Ivanovskoye Village Council. Currently there is an enforcement proceeding (from the appeal of S.S. Nikiforov)”. During the trial, employees of “DalTeploEnergo” accused S.S. Nikiforov in extortion however not providing any evidence. Soon this organization disappeared as well as did their office in Blagoveshchensk.

S.S. Nikiforov was dismissed from the held post for negligence and abuse of power, and sent to his native village “under house arrest”.

Three years later, Ivanovskoye village residents had to defend their own lands, already torn by pits and quarries. July 3, 2015, in Ivanovskoye, a village meeting took place, residents protested against the issuance by Federal Subsoil Resources Management Agency of the license to Petropavlovsk PLC (LLC “Albynskiy Rudnik”, LLC “AVT-AMUR”, LLC “NPGF “Regis” and others) for gold mining within the boundaries of the municipality (until December 31, 2037). The demand of the Ivanovskoye residents, as well as of the Olginskiy village representatives, who joined them, is to revoke the license for geologic exploration with further industrial development of the Afanasievskoye deposit and the suspension of geologic exploration, which is already conducted in adjacencies of the village by LLC “Regis”. In their opinion, the extraction of ore gold by the open method with the use of explosives in 1,5-2,5 km far from the residential sector will lead to a deterioration of the quality of the natural environment “... since these wells and territories are of vital importance for us - this is pure water, and the collection of wild plants – in the future, this will create unfavorable conditions for traditional economic activities of the indigenous minorities of North in the Amur Region” (from the decision of the village meeting). August 11, 2015, the Ivanovskoye Village Council refused to approve the scheme of the land location in the cadastral plan of the Village Council’s territories for LLC “TEMI” to construct 8 delves of Afanasievskoye gold deposit, but the preparatory work has begun.

September 10, 2015, the inhabitants of the Ivanovskoye gathered for a meeting again. In the resolution of the meeting, they demanded that all industrial works in the village adjacencies to be suspended within 10 days, ethnological and ecological expertise to be carried out, and, in case of failure to meet their requirements, promised “to protect the village and our territories by all legal means” http: //blogs.amur .info / 2398/5795 /.

Soon, after this meeting, S.S. Nikiforov, who had lived all this time in his native village with five adopted children, was arrested and ended up in the Blagoveshchensk pre-trial detention center, and September 28, 2015, he, a person who did not have previous convictions, was given an unreasonably severe sentence for the crimes committed in 2013, which two years ago led to administrative punishment only. December 8, 2015, the former Chairman of the Ivanovskoye Village Council in Selemdzhinsky district, Sergei Savelievich Nikiforov with no previous criminal records was sentenced to 4 years in a corrective colony with strict regime and fined for 3 million rubles by the appeal court of the Amur Region (having mitigated the initial sentence dated September 28, 2015, i.e. 5 years in a corrective colony with a strict regime and fine of 16 million rubles) for the alleged two episodes of receiving a bribe on a major scale and two episodes of abuse of power. In addition, the head of the LLC “DalTeploEnergo”, whose complaint the charges were based on, was not summoned to the court. Having reviewed materials of this lawsuit and the entire case, “Memorial” declared the political leader of the Evenki community Sergey Nikiforov a political prisoner, and AMNESTY International declared Sergey Nikiforov a "Prisoner of Conscience" and initiated a campaign of citizens' appeals to the Prosecutor General of the Russian Federation Y.Y. Chaika, and Prosecutor of the Amur Region N.L. Pelipchuk, demanding “to release Sergei Nikiforov and to conduct an independent and impartial investigation to identify the circumstances of his arrest and charges against him”. In response to these appeals, the Prosecutor's Office of the Russian Federation and the Prosecutor's Office of the Amur Region issued similar three-pages responses, which set forth the Prosecutor's standpoint and his decision: “Imposed penalty for the crimes committed by the convicted S.S. Nikiforov is fair and there is no reason for mitigation”.
  

In 2015, during the trial of S.S. Nikiforov, and after his conviction, in their statements in the media, the company Petropavlovsk PLC and the Prosecutor's Office of the Amur Region, and one and the same Acting Minister of Natural Resources of the Amur Region, unanimously insisted that the license was legally issued to Petropavlovsk PLC, and “that the inspection by the Prosecutor's office showed the unfoundedness of concerns of the Ivanovskoye village residents. Exploration works are completely legal, there are no territories in their area where indigenous minorities of the North live, and there are no specially protected natural territories "http://www.amur.info/news/2015/11/10/102664, p.103,  http://www.csipn.ru/publications/zhurnal-1).
This statement contradicts the legislation: the Ivanovskoye village in the Selemdzhinskiy district in the Amur region is included to the List of places of traditional residence and economic activities of the indigenous minorities of the Russian Federation http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_87690/.

Therefore, the insistence of the Petropavlovsk PLC, which for three years have been striving to obtain and utilize a license for gold mining in the places of traditional wildlife management of the Evenky, and the unanimous support of such company’s aspiration by all branches of the regional government are surprising. And the coincidence of two episodes of the company's next attempts to obtain gold mining rights near the Ivanovskoye village, resistance to these attempts by Ivanovskoye village residents headed by the village administration, and the subsequent persecution of the Chairman of the village S.S. Nikiforov according to the fabricated criminal case - makes us think that these coincidences are not accidental.

In their interview to the media, employees of Petropavlovsk PLC expressed quite contradictory opinions: “In Blagoveshchensk, there were a few pickets against the geologic exploration. There are still attempts to inflame hostility in social networks and the media. At the local meeting, villagers accused the goldminers of nothing less than the genocide of indigenous minorities”... “The gold mining company Petropavlovsk came to the Selemdzhinskiy district less than ten years ago. The state economy left much to be desired, the problems of the northern municipalities were multiplied by impassability, industrial decline, unemployment. The culture of indigenous minorities even more receded into the background. Rare unique villages were doomed to a slow extinction” ... “Yes, the gold mining, like any other production activity, has an impact on the change of the landscape and the characteristics of the environment. However, we have long and successfully used modern methods to minimize industrial and environmental damage. We, like no one else, worry about the well-being of Ivanovskoye village”... “In the very Ivanovskoye village, they were unable to explain the concrete reasons for discontent with the Petropavlovsk’s activities”. “Petropavlovsk PLC has not approved anything with us. We did not know that they were working in our territories”… “On the one hand, Evenky can be understood. Gold mining has been going on for more than a hundred years in their territories, and for a considerable part of this time not the most environmentally sound technologies have been used. Placer gold was extracted with the help of mercury, sometimes directly in houses. Now locals are afraid that geologic exploration will disrupt old developments and the poison will get to the surface.” Http://www.ampravda.ru/2015/11/19/062274.html 
Residents of the Ivanovskoye village perceived the cruel sentence to Sergei Nikiforov as a revenge on the part of the company and the authorities: “We believe that S.S. Nikiforov was put behind bars, only because he defended the rights of his people - the Evenky and other residents living on the territory of traditional nature management” - they wrote in their address to President V.V. Putin, the Prosecutor General and other judiciary bodies. The letter was composed by S.S. Nikiforov’s fellow villagers during a protest in the Ivanovskoye village after delivering judgment September 28, 2015. The letter was signed by 129 adult villagers out of 415 people registered in Ivanovskoye. Sending a copy of this letter personally to me, they explained that there must have been more signatures, but the hunters have already left for the forest. The full text of the letter with all the signatures was published in the almanac “In the World of Indigenous Peoples” (pages 95-114 http://www.csipn.ru/publications/zhurnal-1)

The letter expresses the unanimous opinion of all village residents. Recently, by telephone from Ivanovskoye, they told me: “Petropavlovsk has left the streams... but Savelich [T.N. – Nikiforov Sergei Savelyevich] is still in jail. Have been waiting for him".

Olga Murashko, ethnographer,

Research Institute and Museum of Anthropology, Moscow State University,

Editor of the almanac “In the world of indigenous peoples”
