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Our independent human rights foundation joins those across the world who have expressed deep 
concern after the Israeli Government announced in October 2021 that it was designating six 
internationally-respected Palestinian human rights and humanitarian organizations, including Al-Haq 
“Law in the Service of Man”, as “terrorist organizations”.  Al-Haq was the very deserving recipient of our 
2019 Human Rights and Business Award, announced at the United Nations Forum on Business and 
Human Rights and in our news release. 
 
See “Statements of Support: Stand with the Six”: over 50 statements of support for Al-Haq and the other 
organizations, and of concern about the Israeli Government’s announcement – issued by human rights 
and other civil society organizations, the United Nations, the European Union Special Representative for 
Human Rights, and governments.  Those statements include: 
 

• United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet: “Israel's decision 
to designate six Palestinian civil society organizations as ‘terrorist organizations’ is an attack on 
human rights defenders, on freedoms of association, opinion and expression and on the right to 
public participation, and should be immediately revoked.  The organizations concerned are some 
of the most reputable human rights and humanitarian groups in the occupied Palestinian territory 
and for decades have worked closely with the UN.” (full statement here) 
 

• Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch – joint statement: “This appalling and unjust 
decision is an attack by the Israeli government on the international human rights movement.  For 
decades, Israeli authorities have systematically sought to muzzle human rights monitoring and 
punish those who criticize its repressive rule over Palestinians…We are proud to work with our 
Palestinian partners and have been doing so for decades.  They represent the best of global civil 
society.  We stand with them in challenging this outrageous decision.” (full statement here) 
 

• 22 Israeli civil society and human rights groups – joint statement: “The Minister of Defense's 
designation of prominent Palestinian civil society organizations, among them our colleagues in 
the Palestinian human rights community, as terrorist organizations, is a draconian measure that 
criminalizes critical human rights work.  Documentation, advocacy, and legal aid are fundamental 
activities for the protection of human rights worldwide.  Criminalizing such work is an act of 
cowardice, characteristic of repressive authoritarian regimes.  Civil society and human rights 
defenders must be protected.  We stand in solidarity with our Palestinian colleagues, and call on 
members of the Israeli government and the international community to oppose this decision 
unequivocally.” (full statement here) 

 

• The Carter Center, founded by former President Jimmy Carter and Rosalynn Carter: “The 
named organizations are globally respected for their outstanding and courageous work 
documenting human rights violations in occupied Palestine.  We stand in solidarity with human 
rights defenders who represent the conscience of all who seek peace and justice in Israel and 
Palestine.  The Israeli decision to criminalize these organizations is the latest chapter in a long 
campaign to undermine and defund human rights organizations.  The decision was based on 
undisclosed evidence, giving the rights groups no possibility to rebut the accusations.  We urge 
the United States government and the international community to call on Israel to withdraw the 
designation.” (full statement here) 

  

• Business & Human Rights Resource Centre: “Business & Human Rights Resource Centre 
strongly condemns the designation of six leading Palestinian civil society organisations ‘terrorist 
organisations’ by the Israeli government…This is the latest attack by the Israeli government, 
which has intensified its intimidation of independent Palestinian human rights organisations and 

https://www.humanrightsandbusinessaward.org/
https://www.humanrightsandbusinessaward.org/award-recipient/al-haq/
https://www.alhaq.org/news/19129.html
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27708&LangID=E
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/10/22/israel/palestine-designation-palestinian-rights-groups-terrorists
https://www.btselem.org/press_releases/20211025_draconian_measure_against_human_rights
https://www.cartercenter.org/news/pr/2021/israel-palestine-102321.html
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their staff over the years…The abuse of the law and the legal system by the Israeli government 
and businesses is only one of many forms of attack which have included orchestrated smear 
campaigns, threats and intimidation, travel bans and movement restrictions, and arbitrary arrest 
for their work…We urge the international community to take all necessary action to support and 
protect Palestinian civil society and human rights defenders to ensure they can continue carrying 
out their invaluable work.” (full statement here) 

 
Our foundation’s Human Rights and Business Award is for “outstanding work by human rights defenders 
in the Global South or former Soviet Union addressing the human rights impacts of business”.  Al-Haq 
was founded in 1979 “to protect and promote human rights and the rule of law in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory”.  As our 2019 news release announcing the award to Al-Haq stated, “In recent 
years Al-Haq has done ground-breaking work drawing attention to how certain companies operating in 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including firms doing business with or in Israeli settlements, are involved 
in human rights abuses and breaches of international humanitarian law, notably the Hague Regulations 
and the Fourth Geneva Convention.”  Our foundation’s Advisory Network members who nominated Al-
Haq for the award praised the organization’s professionalism and meticulous research, brave and 
resolute advocacy under difficult circumstances, and capacity-building outreach (helping other NGOs in 
the Middle East develop their work on human rights concerns relating to business). 
 
Our 2019 news release noted that Al-Haq and its staff had been targeted for their human rights work 
over many years.  The Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, headquartered in 
Switzerland, had repeatedly raised concerns about attacks and threats against Al-Haq, including multiple 
death threats against Al-Haq’s General Director Shawan Jabarin and against Al-Haq’s representative 
before the International Criminal Court.  In July 2019 the Observatory issued an urgent appeal after 4IL – 
the official site of Israel’s Ministry of Strategic Affairs – published an article accusing Shawan Jabarin of 
“terrorism”, which led to death threats against him on its public platforms.  The Observatory had also 
called attention to cyber-attacks against Al-Haq; the hacking of Al-Haq staff e-mail, land-line phones and 
mobile phones; and a smear campaign sending to Al-Haq’s European donors false allegations against 
the organization, allegations purported to have been from Ernst & Young and an alleged official of the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) – the firm and the PA confirmed that these allegations were false and 
unfounded (further details here). 
 
Our award is one of many that Al-Haq has received over the years, including: 
 

• 2019 Gwynne Skinner Human Rights Award, for Al-Haq’s significant contribution to corporate 
accountability. 
 

• 2018 Human Rights Prize of the French Republic, awarded by the French Government jointly 
to Shawan Jabarin (General Director of Al-Haq) and Hagai El-Ad (Executive Director of 
B’Tselem, an Israeli human rights organization). 

 

• 2009 Geuzen Award, given jointly to Al-Haq and B’Tselem: a Dutch award for those who have 
fought for democracy and against dictatorship, racism and discrimination.  This award takes its 
name from a Dutch resistance group during World War II, members of which were executed by 
German forces. 

 

• 1990 Reebok Human Rights Award, given to Shawan Jabarin, General Director of Al-Haq: the 
award honored activists under 30 who fight for human rights through non-violent means. 

 

• 1989 Carter-Menil Human Rights Prize, given jointly to Al-Haq and B’Tselem: an award 
established by former U.S. president Jimmy Carter and philanthropist Dominique de Menil to 
“promote the protection of human rights throughout the world”. 

https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/17466.html
https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/17466.html
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/resource-centre-statement-in-solidarity-with-palestinian-organisations-deemed-terrorist/
https://www.omct.org/en/resources/urgent-interventions/israel-opt-smearing-campaign-and-death-threats-against-al-haqs-general-director-mr-shawan-jabarin
https://www.omct.org/en/resources/urgent-interventions/ongoing-smear-campaign-against-mr-shawan-jabareen-and-ms-nada-kiswanson

