
Family Statement: Abdullah Ibhais is s�ll on hunger strike for the 9
th

 day 

Abdullah's detention was extended despite request for release 

Abdullah is barred from all forms of communica�on since Friday the 19
th

 of 

November 

On the morning of Tuesday the 23
rd

 of November 2021, Abdullah's hearing in the 

Qatar Court of Appeal took place; the hearing was already scheduled for defense 

presentation: 

- Abdullah's case was transferred from judge Naser al Dosari to judge Ali al Boishi of 

the second circuit in the Court of Appeal. 

- The Judge tried to prevent oral defense presentation and restrict it to written 

defense only. After Abdullah's lawyer insisted, he was allowed to present for 5 

minutes only. This is the first time since the beginning of the trial Abdullah's 

lawyer gets to present his defense orally in the court room, as he was denied this 

right in the lower room of court. 

- Abdullah is still on hunger strike for the 9
th

 day, in protest for his unjustified 

arrest while on appeal, and in protest for the continuous attempts to silence his 

voice. 

- Abdullah is barred from all forms of communication since Friday the19
th

 of 

November; he could not call or contact his family through any form of 

communication, except for a very short while in court. 

- We affirm that these measures against Abdullah are unjust, retaliatory, and have 

no justification. These measures are a living example of the kind of justice the 

legal system in Qatar grants, and are a continuation of denying Abdullah many of 

his basic rights since the beginning of his case.   

Finally, we call upon all those who care for the protection of human rights to stand 

with Abdullah in his struggle for justice, which has begun in the first place for 

standing up for the rights of migrant workers. Abdullah is being punished for refusing 

to cover up their misery, as ordered by the General Secretary of the Supreme 

Committee of Delivery and Legacy (SC) Hasan al Thawadi. 

We reaffirm that we hold the SC, the Qatari Authorities and above all FIFA, 

responsible for Abdullah's safety and well-being, and condemn FIFA's continuous 

negligence of the extreme injustice Abdullah is facing, and find their decision "not to 

intervene" as conveyed to the Guardian on 19 November 2021 a form of hypocrisy. 

FIFA adopts "protection of whistleblowers" in its public policy, but in practice 

continues to facilitate their scapegoating as exemplified in Abdullah's case. 

        Wednesday 24-11-2021 


