
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
November 19, 2021 
 
Mr. Gianni Infantino, President 
CC: Mr. Federico Addiechi, Head of Sustainability & Diversity, 
Mr. Andreas Graf, Human Rights Manager, 
Mr. Emilio Garcia Silvero, Chief Legal and Compliance Officer  
Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) 
FIFA-Strasse 20 
P.O. Box 8044 Zurich 
Switzerland 
 
Dear Mr Infantino, 
 
We are writing to follow up on our letter of October 4, 2021 in relation to the case of Abdullah Ibhais in Qatar, 
whom a Qatari court convicted in April 2021 of bribery and misuse of funds, and who is facing a 5-year prison 
sentence if an appeals court upholds the judgment. In the early hours of November 15, police officers took Mr 
Ibhais into detention, telling him that they were executing the custodial sentence against him. Mr Ibhais has made 
several calls since his detention. In one of those calls Mr Ibhais informed his brother that he has commenced a 
hunger strike. 
 
We are writing to urge FIFA to take a strong, public stance on this case and to immediately call on the Qatari 
authorities to ensure a fair trial for Mr Ibhais and to refrain from initiating further charges against Mr Ibhais in 
retaliation for his efforts to defend himself against these charges. As this letter will lay out in detail, this case was 
ŝŶŝƚŝĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�&/&�͛Ɛ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�YĂƚĂƌ͕�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ�ĨŽƌ��ĞůŝǀĞƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�>ĞŐĂĐǇ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ�ŚŝŐŚůy probable that the 
allegations that the Supreme Committee included in an internal investigation report and submitted to the Qatari 
authorities resulted in the involvement of State Security prosecutors and the threat of state security charges, 
which, Mr Ibhais claims, is what led to him signing the confession that formed the basis of his conviction.   
 
&/&��ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ŝŶ�ŝƚƐ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ƉŽůŝĐǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶ�͞ŚĞůƉƐ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ĂĚǀŽĐĂƚĞ�ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�
ƌŝŐŚƚƐ͟�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�ƐĞĐƵƌĞ�ĨŽƌƵŵ�ƚŽ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚĂƚĞ the submission of complaints from individuals who consider their rights 
ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ŝŶĨƌŝŶŐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƌĞůĂƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�͞ǁŽƌŬ�ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�&/&�͘͟�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ͛Ɛ�ĐĂƐĞ�ĨĂůůƐ�ƐƋƵĂƌĞůǇ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
category. 
 



Background to the case 
 
In our letter to you of October 4, we noted that Mr Ibhais had told us that he believed that it was his internal 
ĐƌŝƚŝĐŝƐŵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ͛Ɛ�ŚĂŶĚůŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐƚƌŝŬĞ�ďǇ�ŵŝŐƌĂŶƚ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ŝŶ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�ϮϬϭϵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŚŝƐ�
prosecution and conviction for ͞ďƌŝďĞƌǇ͕͟�͞ǀŝŽůĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞŐƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚĞŶĚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽĨŝƚƐ͕͟�ĂŶĚ�͞ŝŶƚĞŶƚŝŽŶĂů�
ĚĂŵĂŐĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĨƵŶĚƐ͟. On October 5, 2021, Human Rights Watch and FairSquare issued a statement on Mr 
/ďŚĂŝƐ͛Ɛ�ĐĂƐĞ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ĂůůĞŐĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƐĞƌŝŽƵƐ�ĨĂŝƌ�ƚƌŝĂů�ǀŝŽůĂƚŝŽŶƐ�both in pre-trial detention and during the 
ŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ͕�ŶŽƚĂďůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵƌƚ͛Ɛ�ƌĞĨƵƐĂů�ƚŽ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚĞ�ĂůůĞŐĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ͛Ɛ�ĐŽŶĨĞƐƐŝŽŶ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĞ�ƌĞƚƌĂĐƚĞĚ͕�ǁĂƐ�
coerced.  
 
On October 25, 2021, further and detailed allegations of the case appeared in Josimar magazine, including 
ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ͛Ɛ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ͘�:ŽƐŝŵĂƌ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ĞǆĐĞƌƉƚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƐĂŝĚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂů�tŚĂƚƐ�ƉƉ�
ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ��ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĂůůĞŐĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ă�ƐĞƌŝŽƵƐ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͛�
strike in Qatar in August 2019 involved workers from 2022 stadium construction. In these conversations, Mr Ibhais, 
who had visited the striking workers in person and witnessed their conditions - they apparently had no food, they 
had no Qatari ID cards, and they had not been paid for 4 months - advises his colleagues and superiors not to gloss 
over the involvement of Supreme Committee workers in the strike, but rather to accept the fact and immediately 
ƌĞŵĞĚǇ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͛�ƐŝƚƵĂƚŝŽŶ�- ͞tĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�Ĩŝǆ�ŝƚ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ĚŽ�ƚŚĞ�WZ�ƉĂƌƚ͟�ŚĞ�ƚŽůĚ�ŚŝƐ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞ�ƐƵƉĞƌŝŽƌ͘��dŚĞ�
^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ŚĞĞĚ�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ͛Ɛ�ĂĚǀŝĐĞ͘��ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�:ŽƐŝŵĂƌ�ŵĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ͕�Ă�^��ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŝǀĞ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĞ�
following in a WhatsApp message: 
 
͞/�ďĞůŝĞǀĞ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚůĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�Žƌ�ŶŽƚ�^��ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚĞĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂĐt remains that we have workers that have 
not received June and July salaries. Any spin we try to put on the delay will risk the State reputation because it 
would be an admission from us that there is indeed an issue with payments ʹ in fact so bad that we have to pay the 
workers directly and in cash ʹ because the wage protection system and electronic records failed them. It makes us 
ůŽŽŬ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ďĂĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƌĞĨŽƌŵƐ�ǁĞ͛ǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ƚĂůŬŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�͚ĂĐĐĞůĞƌĂƚŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�tŽƌůĚ��ƵƉ͛�Ɛƚŝůů�
cannot fix isƐƵĞƐ͘�KŶůǇ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�/�ƐĞĞ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ďĞƚƚĞƌ�ŝƐ�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ďĞĞŶ�ƌĞƐŽůǀĞĚ͘�EŽƚŚŝŶŐ�ĞůƐĞ�ǁĞ�ƐĂǇ�ǁŝůů�ĚŽ�
ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ�ĞǆĐĞƉƚ�ĐĂƵƐĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĂŵĂŐĞ͘͟ 
 
dŚĞ�^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ�ĐŚŽƐĞ�ƚŽ�ŝŐŶŽƌĞ�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ͛Ɛ�ĂĚǀŝĐĞ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵĂƚƚĞƌ�ǁĂƐ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�privately 
deny to a journalist that workers employed on stadium construction for the 2022 World Cup were involved in the 
strike. 
 
dŚĞ�ƌŽůĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ͛Ɛ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂů�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚŝŽŶ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ŝŶ�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ͛Ɛ�ĚĞƚĞŶƚŝŽŶ 
 
What transpired in the weeks after this incident demonstrates not only that the Supreme Committee instigated 
ƚŚĞ�YĂƚĂƌŝ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚŝĞƐ͛�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝŶƚŽ�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ�ďǇ�ŚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂů�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚŝŽŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�
conducted, but that they included in this report very serious allegations that were likely to lead to the involvement 
ŽĨ�YĂƚĂƌ͛Ɛ�^ƚĂƚĞ�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ͘� 
 
FairSquare and Human Rights Watch have not seen this internal investigation report, but we have reviewed a 
Qatari Criminal Investigations Directorate report obtained directly from Ibhais dated November 9, 2019, which 
summarises and refers to the contents of a complaint submitted to them by the Supreme Committee in relation to 
ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂƐ�͞Ă�ůĞĂŬ�ŽĨ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͟�pertaining to a tender for a social media contract.  However, the 
ŵŽƐƚ�ƐĂůŝĞŶƚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ͛Ɛ�ĐŽŵƉůĂŝŶƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝŶŬ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ĚƌĂǁƐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ�ĂŶĚ�
two other individuals, one of whom is his brother in Turkey, and the other of whom is a prominent media figure 



ǁŚŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ƐĂǇƐ�͞ŝƐ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�Ă�^ĂƵĚŝ�ĐŝƚŝǌĞŶ͘͟�dŚĞ��/��ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ƐĂǇƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ͗ ͞dŚĞǇ�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ�
Committee] also suspect other aspects are connected with this issue, in view of their research and internal 
ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚŝŽŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƚƚĞƌ�ƚǁŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĨĨĂŝƌƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŵďĂƌŐŽ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͘͟�This a 
reference to the severing of diplomatic relations and economic blockade of Qatar by Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt, which began in June 2017, and which was the source of significant political tension. 
The CID report states that this connection with the Saudi national, whom the report says had also bid for a 
separate social media contract ͞ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ǁĂŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ŵĞĚŝĂ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�ŝƚƐ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ�
to prepare an action or something that harms the State or its security through the aforementioned social media 
ƚĞŶĚĞƌƐ͘͟�/ƚ�ĂĚĚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ�͞ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝgation on the issue to ensure that there is no 
ŝŶƚĞŶƚŝŽŶ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĨŽƌĞŵĞŶƚŝŽŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŚĂƌŵ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞ͕�ŝƚƐ�ƌĞƉƵƚĂƚŝŽŶ�Žƌ�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ͘͟ 
 
In view of the heightened regional tensions at the time, there was a foreseeable and serious risk that formally 
raising such a pŽůŝƚŝĐĂůůǇ�ĐŚĂƌŐĞĚ�ĂůůĞŐĂƚŝŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�YĂƚĂƌ͛Ɛ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚŝŶŐ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚŝĞƐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƌĞƉĞƌĐƵƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�Dƌ�
/ďŚĂŝƐ͘�/ŶĚĞĞĚ͕�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶƚ�ƉƌŽďĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŶŶĞƌ�ŽĨ��ďĚƵůůĂŚ͛Ɛ�ĚĞƚĞŶƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌƌŽŐĂƚŝŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
pressure that he alleges was applied to him by State Security prosecutors, was a direct result of these insinuations 
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ͛Ɛ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͘� 
 
As noted in our statement on the case of October 5, 2021, Mr Ibhais was interrogated by both public prosecutors 
and State Security prosecutors after his arrest on November 12, 2019. He alleges that public prosecutors told him 
͞�ŝƚŚĞƌ�ǇŽƵ�ƐŝŐŶ�Ă�ĐŽŶĨĞƐƐŝŽŶ�ŚĞƌĞ�Žƌ�ǁĞ�ƐĞŶĚ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ͕�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŬŶŽǁ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�Ă�ĐŽŶĨĞƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽƵƚ�
ŽĨ�ǇŽƵ͘͟�^ƵďƐĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ͕�^ƚĂƚĞ�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�ƉƌŽƐĞĐƵƚŽƌƐ�ƚŽůĚ�Śim that there were further charges against him but that if 
he confessed to the misuse of public funds, he could be removed from state security custody and have a defense 
lawyer. Mr Ibhais told Human Rights Watch and FairSquare that he signed the second confession because he was 
͞ŚŽƌƌŝĨŝĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�ƉƌŽƐĞĐƵƚŝŽŶ͘͟ 
 
It bears repeating that the only evidence presented in court against Mr Ibhais was this confession. In his witness 
ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ͕�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ͛Ɛ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂů�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚŽƌ͕�<ŚĂůŝĚ��ů-Kubaisi, acknowledged that their internal 
report did not conclude that Mr Ibhais had committed any crimes. Mr Al-<ƵďĂŝƐŝ�ĂůƐŽ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�͞ŶŽƚ�ǁŝƚhin 
ƚŚĞ�ũƵƌŝƐĚŝĐƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚŝŽŶ�ĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ͟�ƚŽ�ǀĞƌŝĨǇ�ĂƵĚŝŽ�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ�ŚĂƐ�ĐůĂŝŵĞĚ�
implicates Mr Ibhais in wrongdoing. In his own witness statement to the court, the police officer charged with 
investigating the allegations - he claimed in court that he was the sole investigator -  also said that he had not 
ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƵƚŚĞŶƚŝĐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƐ͕�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ�͞ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŵǇ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂůƚǇ͘͟�tŚĞŶ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ�ŽĨ�ǁŚĂƚ�
his investigation had uncovered in relation to alleged ůĞĂŬƐ�ŽĨ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂƚƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ͕�ŚĞ�ƌĞƉůŝĞĚ�͞/�
ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŬŶŽǁ͘͟�tŚĞŶ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�if his investigations found that Mr Ibhais leaked information pertaining to the case at 
KDQG��WKH�SROLFH�RIILFHU�UHSOLHG�³1R�´ 
 
dŚĞ�ĐŽƵƌƚ�ƌĞũĞĐƚĞĚ�/ďŚĂŝƐ͛Ɛ�ƉůĞĂ�ƚŽ�ŝŶǀĂůŝĚate the confession on the basis that it was extracted under threat and 
coercion and during interrogations that denied him the presence of a lawyer. The court said it has full discretion 
͞ƚŽ�ĚĞĐŝĚĞ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�Ă�ĐŽŶĨĞƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ǀĂůŝĚ�Žƌ�ŶŽƚ�Ăƚ�ĂŶǇ�ƐƚĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚŝŽŶƐ͟�ƌĞŐĂƌĚůĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�
accused recants the confession in court. The court stated that it was assured of the authenticity of the confession 
and that it was made voluntarily.     
 
Risk of further repercussions for Mr Ibhais 
 
On November 6, 2021, lawyers acting on behalf of the Supreme Committee wrote to Mr Ibhais and stated that he 
ŚĂĚ�͞ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�Žƌ�ĐĂƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ĨĂůƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞĨĂŵĂƚŽƌǇ�ĂůůĞŐĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ��Žŵmittee 



ĂŶĚ�ŝƚƐ�ƌŽůĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂƌŐĞƐ�ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƵůƚŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ƌĞƐƵůƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŽŶǀŝĐƚŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ďƌŝďĞƌǇ�ŽĨĨĞŶĐĞƐ͟�
ĂŶĚ�ĐůĂŝŵĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞ�ŚĂĚ�͞ƐŽƵŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ĚĞĨĂŵĞ�ŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐůŽďĂů�ŵĞĚŝĂ͘͟� 
 
On the contrary, Mr Ibhais raised issues of self-evident public interest in the context of his wholly reasonable 
efforts to defend himself against allegations that had resulted in him receiving a 5 year prison sentence despite 
very serious fair trial concerns. Although we are not currently aware of any further charges against Mr Ibhais, we 
have concerns that he may again face state security charges as a result of the information he has shared in his 
ĞĨĨŽƌƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞĨĞŶĚ�ŚŝŵƐĞůĨ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌŝďĞƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĂůůĞŐĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘�&/&�͛Ɛ�ŝŶĂĐƚŝŽŶ͕�ŝŶ�ŽƵr view, significantly 
increases this risk. 
 
FIFA involvement 
 
&/&��ǁĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂǁĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƉƵďůŝĐ͘�,Ğ�ůŽĚŐĞĚ�Ă�ĐŽŵƉůĂŝŶƚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�&/&�͛Ɛ�
�<D^�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ŽŶ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�Ϯϭ͕�ϮϬϮϭ͘�dŚĞ�ƉŽƌƚĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�͙�ƵƐĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉůĂƚĨŽƌŵ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�
a human rights defender or media representative and consider your rights to have been infringed in relation to 
ǇŽƵƌ�ǁŽƌŬ�ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�&/&�͘͟�&/&��ŝƐƐƵĞĚ�Ă�ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�ϴ͕�ϮϬϮϭ͕�ŶĞĂƌůǇ�ϳ�ǁĞĞŬƐ�ĂĨƚĞƌ�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ͛Ɛ�
submission to the BKMS system saying that it had ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĂŝŶƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�Dƌ͘�/ďŚĂŝƐ�ĂŶĚ�͞ƌĞƉůŝĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽŵƉůĂŝŶƚ�ŝŶ�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ͕�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŚŝƐ�ĐĂƐĞ͘͟�&/&��ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂĚ�͞ďĞĞŶ�
ŝŶ�ƚŽƵĐŚ�͙͘�ŽŶ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ͘͟��&/&�͛Ɛ�ƌĞƉůǇ�ƚŽ�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƚ�ŝƐƐƵĞĚ�ǀŝĂ�ƚŚĞ��<D^�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚ�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ĨŽůůŽǁ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐůŽƐĞůǇ�͙�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ǀŝĞǁ�ƚŽ�ĞŶƐƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂŶǇ�ƚƌŝĂů�ŝƐ�ĨĂŝƌ�ĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ĚƵĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ŝƐ�ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĞĚ͘͟�KŶ�KĐƚŽďĞƌ�Ϯϳ͕�ϮϬϮϭ, more than a month after he submitted the complaint, Mr 
/ďŚĂŝƐ�ƐĞŶƚ�Ă�ŵĞƐƐĂŐĞ�ŽŶ�ĂŶ�ĞŶĐƌǇƉƚĞĚ�ŵĞƐƐĂŐŝŶŐ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ƚŽ�&/&�͛Ɛ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞƌ͕��ŶĚƌĞĂƐ�'ƌĂĨ͕�ĂƐŬŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�
an update on his case. (Mr Ibhais says that Mr Graf had stopped responding to his messages on October 5.)  He 
says he received no response to that message or further messages.  
 
FIFA has a very close relationship with the Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy and a commercial 
relationship with an entity chaired and directed by the SupremĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ͛Ɛ�ƐĞŶŝŽƌ�ĞǆĞĐƵƚŝǀĞƐ͘�&/&��tŽƌůĚ��ƵƉ�
Qatar 2022 LLC is a limited liability company incorporated in early 2019 by FIFA, who holds 51 per cent of the 
shares, and the Qatar 2022 Local Organising Committee LLC, who holds 49 per cent. Hassan Al Thawadi, the 
Secretary General of the Supreme Committee is the Chairman of the joint venture, and Nasser Al-Khater, the 
Assistant Secretary General of the Supreme Committee is its CEO. 
 
/Ŷ�&/&�͛Ɛ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ƉŽůŝĐǇ͕�ŝƚ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ͗�͞&/&��ŚĞůƉƐ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ those who advocate respect for human 
rights associated with its activities and is committed to contributing to providing remedy where individuals have 
ďĞĞŶ�ĂĚǀĞƌƐĞůǇ�ĂĨĨĞĐƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ�ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�&/&�͘͟� 
 
However, in this case, FIFA has apparently provided no support to Mr Ibhais despite the seriousness of his 
allegations, which address the abuse of workers directly involved in the construction of stadiums for the Qatar 
2022 World Cup, and the gravity of the charges that he is facing, and despite its influential relationship with the 
^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ͘�dŚƵƐ�ĨĂƌ͕�&/&�͛Ɛ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝŶĐŝĚĞŶƚ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�Dƌ�/ďŚĂŝƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚůǇ�ƚŽ�ǇŽƵ͕�ŚĂƐ�
ďĞĞŶ�Ă�ƐŚŽƌƚ�ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝƐƐƵĞĚ�ŽŶ�EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�ϴ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞/ƚ�ŝƐ�&/&�͛Ɛ�ƉŽƐŝƚŝŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂŶǇ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�deserves a 
ƚƌŝĂů�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ĨĂŝƌ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ĚƵĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ŝƐ�ŽďƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĞĚ͘͟�dŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŵĂŬĞƐ�ŶŽ�ƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
specifics of the case nor to the allegations and does not call upon the Qatari authorities to ensure a fair trial in a 
case that was in fact ultimately  initiated by the Supreme Committee.  
 



We urge FIFA to abide by its human rights policy and to adhere to the responsibilities it has assumed to address 
allegations of rights violations associated with FIFA activities. In light of the fact that this case was initiated by 
FIFA’s partners in Qatar, it is all the more incumbent on FIFA to make a strong, public statement on the need for 
Mr Ibhais to receive a fair trial and for the Qatari authorities to desist from laying further charges that could again 
leave Mr Ibhais vulnerable to the same type of treatment that he alleges led to his first conviction.  
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