
Our formal response to the “This Day” article is below: 
 
Response to Article in “This Day” dated 19 January 2022 
  

1. The allegations contained in the article This Day article dated 19 January 2022 
are entirely false.   To be clear none of the damages obtained on behalf of the 
Bodo community has been “unaccounted for”.  All damages were properly 
distributed in 2015 and 2016 accordance with instructions which were properly 
given to us by the authorised claimants save for £50,000 which Leigh Day was 
asked to retain to cover the Community’s ongoing costs related to clean-up, 
including the cost of instructing independent experts. 

  
2. The claim concerns a case brought on behalf of the Bodo Community and 

individuals from neighbouring communities against Shell for compensation and 
clean up following two devastating spills in 2008 and 2009.  Leigh Day were 
instructed by the Community leadership and 15,461 individual claimants to 
pursue compensation and clean up in the London High Court.   The 
compensation claims were settled in 2015 for £55 million following a four-year 
legal battle.   

  
3. The claim for clean-up remains live in the London High Court and Leigh Day 

continues to represent the community with respect to the clean-up process and 
enjoys the full confidence of all the governance bodies of the Bodo community. 

  
4. The damages in this case have all been disbursed several years ago pursuant 

to the instructions of the claimants.   The individual damages were disbursed 
directly to the individual claimants to their personal bank accounts.  Leigh Day 
ensured its bank charged the lowest possible fees for transferring the client 
damages to Nigeria.     

   
5. In September 2016 a full statement account of all the disbursements was 

provided to the community leadership who had instructed Leigh Day.   
  

6. It is important to note that none of the claimants’ damages were retained to pay 
Leigh Day’s litigation costs, which were paid separately to Leigh Day by 
Shell.  In addition, Leigh Day was careful to ensure the wider community was 
kept apprised of all developments by means of regular town hall meetings 
throughout the course of the case and during the settlement process. 

  
7. The Council of Chiefs of Elders has made it clear in a formal resolution dated 

21 September 2021 that Leigh Day continues to be instructed as the Bodo 
Community’s lawyers and that they “state unequivocally” that they “are not in 
support of any case in London against Leigh Day and Co, purported to be 
instituted on behalf of the Bodo community”.   

  
8. In light of this Resolution, we have sought to clarify on what basis Samuel & Co 

and Mr Sapira claim to represent the interests of the Bodo 
Community.   Without clarification of this issue, we are clearly unable to provide 
any of our clients’ confidential documentation to Samuel & Co and Mr 
Sapira.    It is false to allege that Leigh Day is withholding any documentation 



which our clients have sought directly.  We have, however, provided Samuel & 
Co with a full account of the disbursement of the funds which they have not 
disputed. 

  
9. We are proud to have secured on behalf of the Bodo Community a landmark 

settlement arising out of a serious environmental disaster caused by Shell.  We 
remain instructed by the Community and deeply committed to the ongoing 
clean-up process which is led by international experts, and which is unique in 
the Niger Delta.    

 


