Responses to Land Inequality Briefing for Business
Reference to the Ocho Sur Group
Allegations in quotes and our responses in blue and in the embedded objects.




Below the points highlighted by my communications team that we are going to clarify to you:

“For more than seven years, the Shipibo-Konibo community of Santa Clara de Uchunya in the Ucayali region of Peru has been struggling to protect and reclaim their lands in the face of spiralling deforestation, oil palm expansion and attacks and violence. Now, new evidence shows how palm oil produced on their traditional lands without their consent is being traded by one of the world’s biggest agribusiness companies.”

False. Ocho sur is not using or producing palm oil in land of any native community including Santa Clara de Uchunya. There is no factual evidence, court ruling, anthropologic study, nothing that supports that statement except for false claims promoted by biased ONG whose business is to profit by fabricating non-existing conflicts.

Attached a copy of the letter submitted by the same Santa Clara de Uchunya community (executed by its members) to LOUIS DREYFUSS regarding the fake article that you are making reference in you Ednotes.
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Also a letter submitted to FECONAU in the same subject.

[image: ]
We strongly encourage you to visit the area and talk directly (without intermediaries) with the people of Santa Clara de Uchunya and their people.

Is very sad to see that certain organizations and persons don’t have any moral qualm to use humble persons and communities to seed non existing conflicts and dispute among good neighbors.

We have an excellent relation with all our neighbors including Santa Clara de Uchunya based on respect and transparency. We were proudly invited on Saturday Aug 27th to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Native Community Santa Clara de Uchunya. See link below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cD42OACC3V0

In addition, find below the link to a press release and a video where you can witness the true type of relation that we have with Shipibo Native Communities in the area, who named Ocho Sur as a light of hope for their people.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FdkaV0FKcCc

https://www.einpresswire.com/article/569033895/the-shipibo-native-communities-are-willing-to-cooperate-with-ocho-sur

[image: ]
“Over five years after the community presented a lawsuit demanding the restitution, titling and remediation of their traditional lands, Peru’s Constitutional Tribunal still has not issued a decision on the community’s case. In the meantime, the palm oil company which currently operates the plantation, Ocho Sur P, has consolidated its control over the community’s territory. Hundreds of settlers have entered and continued deforesting the community’s lands, with the forest destruction covering an area three times the size of Bermuda. Peru’s environmental regulator, the Agency for Environmental Supervision and Accountability (OEFA), continues investigating Ocho Sur P for environmental damages, with hearings relating to the record multi-million dollar fines OEFA ordered the palm oil company to pay in December 2020 still ongoing”.

Misleading and outdated information.

The Constitutional Court - Peru's highest judicial body – dismissed the appeal filed in 2016 by the Institute of Legal Defense (IDL), for an alleged affectation of ancestral territories of the Native Community of Santa Clara de Uchunya (Exp. No. 03696-2017-PA/TC).

This appeal intended to annul the property deeds validly issued by authorities of the Peruvian government, for land that today forms part of the Tibecocha farm (today owned by Ocho Sur) arguing that they are ancestral territories of the community.

By this ruling, the Constitutional Court (Pleno Sentencia 22/2022) confirmed the decisions issued in the two previous judicial instances: the Combined Court of Justice of Campo Verde in 2016 and the Special Civil Court of the Superior Court of Justice of Ucayali in 2017, in first and second instance, respectively.

Regarding OEFA and the alleged “multi-million dollar fine” mentioned, it was revoked on March 30, 2021 by the same OEFA who recognized its mistake (RD No. 00672-2021-OEFA/DFAI). So that fine didn’t exist.
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“At the same time as LDC was acquiring this palm oil associated with deforestation and Indigenous Peoples’ human rights violations in the Amazon, Santa Clara and Indigenous and human rights organisations were publicly denouncing how Ocho Sur P continued its operations even as the COVID-19 pandemic wracked urban and rural communities across Ucayali, exposing communities and workers to further risks. At present, the local criminal prosecutor’s office is investigating these allegations against Ocho Sur P. Documents subsequently obtained via information requests by Forest Peoples Programme show that neither Ocho Sur P nor Servicios Agrarios de Pucallpa had obtained the necessary permits to continue operating, despite their public claims to the contrary.”

False. Ocho Sur have never committed deforestation and never violated human rights. Again, the source of these statements are fake claims made by a few interested parties with the only objective to damage the Company´s reputation. All these fake accusations have been dismissed by the Peruvian judicial authorities because they never have any merit.

Below a link that shows some of the systematic fake claims against the company:

https://www.einpresswire.com/article/561962585/peru-s-judicial-authorities-dismissed-another-three-groundless-accusations-against-palm-company-ocho-sur


The core values of the company are based on the strict respect and care of the forest and the people. We are committed with the protection of human rights and strongly reject any action that violates human rights.

Regarding deforestation claims in Tibecocha farm, is very easy to contrast the truth. The satellite images objectively demonstrates that between 2016 and 2022, there has not been expansion of oil palm plantation in Tibecocha and contrary the forest reserved areas have increased due to the actions of the Ocho Sur.


[image: ]

The company hired a third-party satellite image analysis by a renown international company (evaluating by SGS – Level A) in July 2022 which conclusion are the following:

[image: ]
Finally, the fake claims about human rights violations and COVID19 are totally false claims and is the opposite. We are the only private Company   that have worked with national health authorities to provide health assistance to neighbor communities of Nueva Requena district during the pandemic including the native communities of Santa Clara de Uchunya and Shambo Porvenir.

The company complied with all protocols and surpass all the standards stablished by the Peruvian health authorities. As a result, during COVID19 pandemic, all our workers in our camps had free access to doctors, vaccines, medical care, medicines, and oxygen. These medical care services were not available in most parts of the country. As a result, Ocho Sur was recognized by Peruvian Health care authorities for the excellent management of COVID19 with its workers and its neighbors.

See below the link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bTQPnVAOD4&t=87s
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Also, below some letters from Shipibo Native communities Shambo Porvenir and Santa Clara de Uchunya recognizing the support of the Company during the Pandemic as well as government authorities.
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“A recent article published in Peru by Convoca drew attention to the fact that on 11 May 2021, Peruvian Palm Holdings reduced its issued share capital by 99.9%. According to Peruvian Palm Holdings’ CEO, Michael Spoor, this was due to a decision by the company and its lenders to convert part of its outstanding debt into equity to make its capital structure more sustainable as a loan matures. 
However, the community’s legal advisers, the Institute of Legal Defence, have expressed concerns that this could possibly signal an attempt to transfer the ownership of Peruvian Palm Holdings’ Ucayali plantations (as happened previously in 2016 when the plantations were sold via a hastily organised auction). The plantations are currently held in a trust administered by Scotiabank Peru S.A.A. to which the Ocho Sur group and Peruvian Palm Holdings transferred their properties in August 2018. Scotiabank claims to be committed to serious social standards and the fight against climate change, however this trust may be an attempt to create an additional barrier behind which to hide the lands Santa Clara de Uchunya are fighting to have returned by Peru’s Constitutional Tribunal, leaving the deforestation and human rights violations in impunity”


Misleading and false. There is not a conspiracy theory as certain ONG raised again with the intention to damage the company’s reputation with absolutely no reason.

There has not been any capital reduction in Peruvian Palm Holdings. The contrary, in last years the shareholders have capitalized debt and increased the total equity of the company.

As we explained to CONVOCA, the change was as simple as an accounting reclassification in the Shareholder’s Equity.

The Issue capital was reduced and transferred to another equity account which is additional capital. We are being audited by one of the 4 big accounting firms in the world that can back up this simple explanation of the true facts.

There is no need to create barriers by the company because we operate in a sustainable way, with the highest ethical standards, complying with all laws and regulations, and actively promoting the well-being of the people of Ucayali. We operate in land that was legally acquired and that don’t belong to any native community.
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The Shipibo Native Communities are willing to
cooperate with Ocho Sur

The Leaders noted that the activities
carried out by the company are a light of
hope for the development of their
population

PUCALLPA, UCAYALI, PERU, April 18,
2022 /EINPresswire.com/ -- During a
public meeting held in the Native
Community of San Francisco de
Yarinacocha, capital of the Shipibo
people, five Shipibo communities and
Ocho Sur confirmed their will to work
together always within a framework of
respect and transparency for the
goodwill of the region.

This important event held in the jungle of Ucayali, brought together the leaders of the Shipibo
Native Communities of San Francisco de Yarinacocha, Nuevo Egipto, Santa Clara de Uchunya,
Santa Clara de Yarinacocha and Shambo Porvenir as well as the main executives of Ocho Sur
who participated in a roundtable with their inhabitants.

“ The Leaders noted that the activities carried out by the
“Since the beginning of our company are a light of hope for the development of their
activities in 2016, Ocho Sur population and thus they are all willing to work peacefully
is an example that formal and jointly with Ocho Sur in productive agricultural

projects.

and highly productive
agriculture can coexist
harmoniously with
biodiversity conservation
and inclusive development”
Michael Spoor - CEO

Michael Spoor, CEO of Ocho Sur, was truly honored to be
invited to the meeting and said that the company is always
ready to work hand in hand with their neighbors to
improve their living conditions, caring for the rainforest
and the environment, and respecting the culture and

traditions of each of the communities existing in the Peruvian jungle.
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Lima, 30 de marzo del 2021

RESOLUCION DIRECTORAL N° 00672-2021-OEFA/DFAI

EXPEDIENTE N° : 0293-2020-OEFA/DFAI/PAS

ADMINISTRADO : OCHOSURPSAC!

UNIDAD FISCALIZABLE : FUNDO TIBECOCHA

UBICACION : DISTRITO DE NUEVA REQUENA, PROVINCIA DE
CORONEL PORTILLO Y DEPARTAMENTO DE
UCAYALI

SECTOR : AGRICULTURA

ACTIVIDAD : CULTIVO INTENSIVO DE PALMA ACEITERA

MATERIA : RECURSO DE RECONSIDERACION

VARIACION DE MEDIDA CORRECTIVA
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SE RESUELVE:

Articulo 1°.- Declarar fundado en parte el recurso de reconsideracion interpuesto por
Ocho Sur P S.A.C., contra la Resolucién Directoral N° 01304-2020-OEFA/DFAI en el
extremo referido a la declaracion de responsabilidad del administrado por la comisién
de la infraccion N° 1; por los fundamentos expuestos en la parte considerativa de la
presente Resolucion.
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lllustration 7. Land use for OSP, Left, year 2016 and, right year 2022
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6. Conclusions

o After performing the interpretation and analysis of the 2016-2022 information, it can be
concluded that in the Tibecocha farm owned by OchoSur, there has been no increase in
oil palm cultivation, demonstrating that, by 2022, a value of 5,404.51 ha was quantified,
when in 2016 an area of 5,546.10 ha was estimated. At first glance, this is a decrease,
but it should also be considered that cleaning work has been carried out, cultivation
canals, among others. This demonstrates an optimization in the management of the
crop, without evidencing a process of expansion of the palm.

o In relation to natural or conservation areas, complex forests have been maintained and
with a slight increase from 616.89 ha in 2016 to 723.03 ha in 2022, in the same way the
simplified forest has increased, but this unit in greater proportion, starting in 2016 with
165.66 ha to 336.37 ha for 2022.

e Finally, the shrub vegetation, which was non-existent in 2016, increased to 111.92 ha.
This confirms that processes of regeneration of areas and their conversion to protection
zones are being carried out.

o The natural areas have increased with a resilience process approximately 391.77 ha,
being 5.3% occupation of Tibecocha.
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DIPLOMA DE
RECONOCIMIENTO

o GRUPO OCHO SUR

Por su valiosa colaboracién con la Direccion Regional de Salud de Ucayali en el control
de la pandemia del COVID - 19 en las comunidades nativas del distrito de Nueva Requena;
asi como en la evaluacion integral y proteccion de la salud de los colaboradores de la empresa.

Pucallpa, 15 de noviembre de 2021

.22 P Juan Carlos Salas Suarez
DIRECTOR REGIONAL
DE SALUD
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Pucallpa, 02 de febrero de 2021

s

Michael Spoor
Gerente Generalde Ocho Sur
Presente

Por inermeio dela presents e saludamos on nombre de nuesira comunidad
nativa de Shambo Porvenit y e agradecemos la acividad e salud que hiceron en
Goordinacion con la DIRESA en nuestra comuridad el domingo 24 Ge enaro oél
presene ano.

Gracias a s atenciones aue ustedes nos apoyaron con medicinas y ansporte,
cien familas aproximadamente fueron stendidos con dierentos enformedades.
pero sobre 0o con el COVID, lss medicinas que 1o 56 usaron en 6sa momerio
me fueron entregadas por su roprasentante para segui curando por Ia promotora
de salud a los pobladores que ese dia no pudieron estar

CompleoB 760 capsuias
Dicoxocine. 390 capsulas
Cirofoxacing 318 abletas
Dilofenaco 190 tabltas.
Clorfenamia 60 ablelas
vermecina 2 cajes
Amoxioling 260 abletas
‘Avencasor . 160 tabloas
Avendasol Texen 400 abletas
Clorfenamina RO 154 tablotas
Dilosociin 74 tadietas
Predsona 145 tablotas
Tbuprotenc 60 tabltas.
Paraceizmal 20 tabletas
Dextometaforan. STiabietas
‘Aguas No23 200 undaces.
Jeringas 352 unidaces
Metamisal 128 ampollas
Doxametasona 68 ampolis
Dicieraco 750 ampotas.
Mascarilss 350 uridades

Atentamente;

Frack Noriega Vela
Jefe de ' ComunidadDNI 70226807
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Municipalidad Distrital De Nueva Requena

R.U.CN" 20198772306
PROVINCIA CORONEL PORTILLO - REGION UCAYALI

“Aiio-de la universalizacion de lov salud?

Villa Nueva Requena, 19 de julio del 2020

CARTA N° 006-2020-MDNR-ALC

Sefiores:
OCHO SURPS.A.C
Presente. -

ASUNTO: AGRADECIMIENTO

De nuestra especial consideracion,

Es grato dirigirnos a ustedes para saludarlos cordialmente, y al mismo tiempo en
nombre de la Municipalidad Distrital de Nueva Requena queremos expresarles nuestro
agradecimiento por la ayuda brindada para realizar la atencién integral de salud en la
CC.NN SANTA CLARA DE UCHUNYA realizada el dia 18 de julio del presente.

Sin otro en particular, nos suscribimos reiterandoles las muestras de estima y
consideracién.

Atentamente;
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Santa Clara de Uchunya, 15 de agosto de 2022

Sefiores:
Luis Dreyfus Company (LDC)
Anholt Services Inc.

Los saludamos en nombre de la Comunidad Nativa Santa Clara de Uchunya, somos de la
etnia Shipiba-Coniba del bajo Rio Aguaytia, margen derecha, distrito de Nueva Requena, en
el departamento de Ucayali, Perd. Queremos decirles que, ante las publicaciones en redes
de internet y otras publicaciones de la ONG Forest Peoples Programas (FPP) y otros
similares, en la que dicen que nuestra comunidad viene siendo afectada malamente por la
empresa Ocho Sur, que estan invadiendo nuestras tierras, que ensucia y dafia nuestros
lugares de pesca y caza, que su planta extractora de aceite genera sonidos y contaminacion
que nos afectan, etc.; debemos decirles que todo esto es falso.

Nosotros vivimos lejos de las plantaciones de la palma de la empresa, vivimos al otro lado
del rio, la empresa est4 al lado izquierdo y nosotros a la derecha, como a siete kilometros de
distancia cruzando el rio. Nosotros no tenemos conflicto con la empresa, ni con otros
vecinos y queremos continuar en paz por la mejora de nuestras familias. La empresa esta
bien con nosotros, respetan nuestras tradiciones y decisiones, nos escuchan y les
solicitamos que nos apoyen en salud, educacién y otras necesidades que tenemos,
hablamos con ellos porque somos amigos.

Desde este afio tenemos un nuevo jefe y nuevos lideres elegidos segun nuestras tradiciones,
estamos trabajando unidos, el jefe, el agente municipal, el teniente gobernador y el pueblo.
Solo queremos que la FPP, IDL y otros sefiores de afuera no tomen el nombre de nuestra
comunidad sin autorizacion, ellos no viven con nosotros, no conocen nuestra realidad,
nunca nos ayudaron, ni siquiera cuando nuestros comuneros estuvieron contagiados por la
pandemia. Tenemos autonomia ancestral y queremos que nos respeten.

Firmamos esta carta para decirles que ellos no deciden por nosotros, que estamos siendo
apoyados por la empresa Ocho Sur, con quienes tenemos buenas relaciones. Sefiores, les
invitamos a visitar nuestra comunidad para que vean que lo que aqui les decimos es la
verdad.

ulo Soria

It DNI N° 44042465
/- 5UB JRFE DE LACOMUNDAD,
e el s e e A CLARA D
Wilson Barbaran Soria e
A DNIN® 00121488
JEFE DE LACOMUNIDAD

CC.NN. SANTA CLARA DE UCHUNYA
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Santa Clara de Uchunya, 14 de febrero de 2022

CARTA No. 0001- 22-CD-CNSCU

Sra.

Graciela K. Redtegui Mori
Presidente de FECONAU
Presente

Asunto: Respuesta a su carta No.001  2022/CD ~ FECONAU - P

Estimada sefiora, tengo el agrado de dirigirme a usted para saludarla cordialmente a
nombre de la Comunidad Santa Clara de Uchunya y dar respuesta a su carta con relacion
ala visita de trabajo para el sabado 12 del presente acompanada de los representantes
de Ia ONG Forest People Program (FPP), reunién que no fue posible realizar por una
descoordinacion, al no tener conocimiento con el debido tiempo y haber asistido a otras
actividades programadas con anterioridad fuera de la comunidad a la misma hora, por lo
que le ofrecemos nuestras disculpas.

No obstante, tengo conocimiento que su visita igual se llevé a cabo ¥ que tuvieron
actividades relacionadas con el objeto de su visita en la que participaron algunos
¥ miembros de nuestra comunidad. Al respecto, debemos manifestarle lo siguiente:

1. En nuestra comunidad no tenemos ningan conflicto con ofras personas,
instituciones, ni con las empresas de arroceros que son nuestros vecinos, ni con la
empresa Ocho Sur que se encuentra al otro lado del o, tampoco tenemos
amenazas contra nuestros lideres.

2. En los Gltimos afios venimos viviendo con tranquiidad, tratando de solucionar
nuestros principales problemas que son la falta de vias de acceso, atenciones de
salud para nuestros hermanos con la gravedad de Ia pandemia del COVID 19,
falta de medicinas y de un centro de salud, mejora para la educacion de nuestros
hijos y fuentes de trabajo principaimente.

3. En todos estos afios, las ONGs ni la comunidad intemacional nos han solucionado
estas necesidades, es por eso que ya o queremos mas denuncias y vivir
tranquilos en colaboracién con nuestros vecinos.

4. Nuestra comunidad siempre estar4 abierta a ustedes, pero no queremos ninguna
confrontacién, le pedimos sefiora presidenta que respeten nuestras
decisiones, a nuestras autoridades y a nuestra Asamblea General.

Atentamente,





