
 
 

 

 

To 
Christen Dobson & Michael Clements – Business & Human Rights Resource Centre  

 
At the outset, we thank you for reaching out and providing us with an opportunity to 
present JSW Utkal Steel’s perspective.  
 
The background to this project and our response is as follows –  

 The Government of Odisha had signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 
POSCO of South Korea in June,2005 for establishment of a 12 MTPA Integrated 
Steel Plant in Jagatsinghpur district of Odisha with a Captive Port. The Project 
required 4004 acres of land including 437 acres of private land spreading over 
eight revenue villages. The Central Government accorded forest clearance in May, 
2011. Subsequently the betel vines were removed by the District Administration 
and IDCO (Odisha Industrial Infrastructure Development Corporation) which is 
the agency of the State Government to make the land encroachment-free. The 
land which was made encroachment-free was handed over to IDCO.  

 In 2017, JSW proposed to set up a steel plant over lesser land – (3160 acres) at 
the same location with the same capacity. In this regard the land requirement 
has been assessed by MECON, the Central Government agency and approved by 
IPICOL (Industrial Promotion and Investment Corporation of Odisha). The 
transfer of forest clearance has been approved by the MoEF&CC (Ministry of 
Environment, Forests & Climate Change) and subsequently the State Government 
has also passed the necessary order. 
(Please note that MoEF&CC is the nodal agency in the administrative structure of 
the Central Government for the planning, promotion, coordination and overseeing 
the implementation of India’s environment and forest policies and programs) 

 Out of the total land requirement of 3160acres only 2.26 Ac is private land. The 
land owners have already given their consent for handing over the private land 
with permission from district administration. After the permission to utilize the 
forest land for establishment of the Steel Plant, from the MoEF&CC, District 
Administration started the process of alienation of Govt land.  

 A special Rehabilitation and Resettlement (R&R) package has been framed, over 
and above the provisions in Odisha R & R Policy. Prior to finalization of the R & R 
package, public hearings / consultation were carried out in each of the Gram 
Panchayat1 offices, which was attended by the local inhabitants and the elected 

representatives such as member of parliament(MP),member of legislative 

                                                           
1 Gram panchayat is a basic governing institution in Indian villages. It is a political institution, acting as cabinet of 
the village. The Gram sabha work as the general body of the Gram panchayat. The members of the Gram 
panchayat are elected directly by the people. 



 
 

 

 

assembly (MLA), Sarpanch2, Zilla Parisad Member, ward members etc. The 

package was well appreciated by the locals3.   

 The name of the people mentioned in the mail, and referred as HRDs are from 
the village Dhinkia. It may be noted that, only 45 acres of the Government land 
from village Dhinkia are included in the project as against the total land 
requirement of 3160acres. There is not a single displacement from the Dhinkia 
village. Contrary to the claim of the Dhinkia, the rest of the villages are happy 
with the R&R and the project activity that would provide soci-economic 
improvement of the area.   

 During the interaction meetings, some of the villagers requested to consider for 
preferential engagement/employment as per their eligibility and qualification. 
They also suggested for arrangement of appropriate trainings to upgrade their 
skill to make them employable. JSW has already started providing employment to 
the locals in the operating business from the group, although the project activity 
is yet to start. The project has the potential to generate employment opportunities 
of around 12000 direct and 45000 indirect employments during the operation 
phase. As mandated by environment clearance, a green belt of over 33% of the 
total area will be created.  

 It won’t be prudent on the part of the company to comment on the police actions 
which is beyond JSW’s control, however it may please be noted that “in any 
country, whether developed, developing or under developed, nobody has the 
right to take the law into their own hand, if such a situation arises the police 
maintain the law and order of the society.” 

 It may please be noted when  an Environment Clearance (EC) is granted it 
stipulates “Any appeal against this EC shall lie with the National Green Tribunal, 
if preferred, within a period of 30 days as prescribed under Section 16 of the 
National Green Tribunal Act, 2010.” Accordingly, the project EC was challenged 
and Hon’ble NGT has directed the authority to apprise the EC conditions in light 
of the seven observations made in the judgement within three months and till 
such time the EC would remain suspended. Respecting the judicial 
pronouncements, the MoEF&CC has already stated the process of re-appraisal.  
 

 
 
 
 

                                                           
2 A sarpanch, gram pradhan, or mukhiya is a decision-maker, elected by the village-level constitutional body of 
local self-government called the gram sabha in India. The sarpanch, together with other elected panchayat 
members, constitute gram panchayats and zilla panchayats 
3 Should anyone interested to have the details, please advise and we would be happy to disclose. 



 
 

 

 

JSW Group has a comprehensive Sustainability Framework. As part of this framework, 
JSW has policy on Indigenous peoples and Resettlement and commits  

o To fair and just compensation that it is paid in full as per agreed timescales;  
o Explore all options of additional assistance for those who are physically or 

economically displaced, placing particular emphasis on any vulnerable 
groups;  

o Provide support and resources to protect vulnerable customs, cultures and 
traditions; 

 
We remain committed to ensure full compliance to the country’s regulation and our 
stated commitments.  
 
We would also like to highlight that the project activity has received very positive 
responses amongst the stakeholders and locals alike. A sample of those articles are 
attached in Annex-1. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

 
 

 
 

Prabodha Acharya 
Chief Sustainability Officer, JSW Group 
JSW Centre, Bandra Kurla Complex 
Bandra (East), Mumbai 400051 
  



 
 

 

 

Annex -1 : Balanced media coverage of the project activity,  links and some articles provided  below:  

1. https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/aug/07/villagers-make-a-u-turn-

agree-to-supportjsw-steel-project-in-odishas-dhinkia-2484962.html 

 

2. https://ommcomnews.com/odisha-news/ground-breaking-ceremony-of-pellet-plant-for-jsw-

utkal-steel-held 

 

3. https://hindi.oneindia.com/amphtml/news/bhubaneswar/odisha-villagers-of-dhinkia-uturn-

agree-to-support-jsw-steel-project-700791.html 

 

4. https://odishabytes.com/bhumi-puja-for-pellet-plant-of-jsw-utkal-steel-performed-in-odishas-

jagatsinghpur/ 

  



 
 

 

 

 The public representatives from the plant site were taken on an exposure trip from 14th to 19th 

August to the largest single location JSW steel plant at Vijayanagar, Bellary, Karnataka  

 

 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 Flood relief – August 2022 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 Health Camp Mines area: November 29 

 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 Youth from the ISP site offered jobs at JSW March 2023 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 People at the ISP site villages unhappy over NGT order, March 2023 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

Statesman, 15 Dec 2021:  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  

 
Betel vine farmers seek security for JSW supporters after attack 
The Indian Express, 3rd January 2022 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/jan/03/betel-vine-farmers-seek-securityfor-

jsw-supporters-after-attack-2402519.html 

 

JSW project gains increasing support in Dhinkia 

The Daily Pioneer, 25th January 2022 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2022/state-editions/jsw-project-gains-increasing-support-in-

dhinkia.html 

 

JSW Steels Special R&R package brings smile among betel vines farmers 

India News Diary, 22nd December 2021 

https://indianewsdiary.com/sajjan-jindals-look-east-steel-policy-jsw-steels-special-rr-packages-

bring-smile-among-betel-vines-farmers-of-odishas-jagatsinghpur/ 

 

JSW Steel distributes blankets to poor in Sundergarh 

Indian News Diary, 11th January 2022 
 

https://indianewsdiary.com/jsw-steel-distributes-blankets-to-poor-in-sundargarh/ 

 


