
Timeline of Events 
 
February 6  – ANJ representatives met with the Iwaro students, who were 
represented by Simon Soren, Ferry Onim and Yanto Mengge, among others, to 
discuss any grievances they had.  
 
March 19 – The students staged a protest and blockaded PPM’s and PMP’s office 
causing all the company staff to be evacuated to the Sorong police station. 
 
March 29 – ANJ representatives met with Simon Soren and four other individuals  as 
the latter group wanted to talk about their vision to develop their villages. 
  
March 30 – Iwaro students staged a protest. ANJ and the students agreed to look for 
a peaceful solution at the police station in Teminabuan (capital city of South Sorong 
Regency). 
 
March 31 – Meeting at Teminabuan attended by representatives from the 
government, ANJ and student grouping. All parties agreed to hold a follow-up 
meeting the next week. 
 
April 14 – The students staged another protest. 
 
April 22 – A meeting in Teminabuan was held, which was officiated by the Regent 
and attended by the  government office secretary, several government officials, the 
Head of the House of Representatives, the Chief of the local police, ANJ 
representatives and the student grouping. The meeting’s mediator concluded that the 
protests were based on customary issues, which should be settled in customary 
meetings that will be facilitated by the Government. 
 
April 29 – Another meeting was held. This time, the Chief of the Provincial Police 
acted a mediator between ANJ and the student grouping. 
 
May 15 – The students staged a violent demonstration that ended with police 
arresting 2 students. 
 
May 25 – Tribal leaders met with ANJ representatives asking for the company‘s 
support to persuade authorities to release the students and to clarify custom 
boundaries. ANJ agreed to support but pointed out that the final decision would lie 
with the Police. As for the tribal boundaries, ANJ agreed with the leaders that the 
boundaries can be settled through a Gelar Tikar Adat meeting that will be facilitated 
by the local government. 
 
May 26-27 – Simon Soren and Ferry Onim met with ANJ representatives asking for 
reconciliation and company support to persuade authorities to release the students. 
ANJ agreed to provide support but  on June 4 were told by the Police that the 
students had committed a criminal act.  As the case is not a civil suit, ANJ was told it 
cannot interfere or influence the Police in getting the students released. 
 
June 3 – ANJ representatives met with Simon Soren, Epson Manutune, Philipus 
Aitago and Ferry Onim. All agreed to sign a reconciliation agreement in  the 
presence of the Police in the hopes this would persuade authorities to release the 
students. 
 
June 4 –Simon retracted his bid for reconciliation, as there was no clarity as whether 
the students will be released. 



 
August 25 - The court found the students guilty of criminal act of vandalism of the 
Company properties. 
 


