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To:
      Business & Human Rights Resource Centre
 For the attention of : Saskia Wilks, EU Research assistant

                                       Christen Dobson, Senior Project Lead
Considering the article published in Aljazeera on May 15, 2018, i.e. "The hidden costs of coal in Romania", we are hereby submitting the answers of Complexul Energetic Oltenia at the request of Mrs. Claudia Ciobanu, a freelancer reporter, with respect to the impact of the activity of Complexul Energetic Oltenia, in particular the mining activity in Gorj County:
1. Complexul Energetic Oltenia can state that coal is a cheap form of energy just because it is a company indirectly sustained by the Romanian State - by the approval of emergency ordinances for the expropriations required for the open pits expansion, as well as by the fact that the Romanian State does not penalize the company for the fact that it does not always pay damages for the negative impact on water, soil, people's lives. Complexul Energetic Oltenia intends to expand its open pits requiring the expropriation of approximately 500 people.

The lignite exploitation activity is authorized by the Environmental Protection Agencies and is performed in compliance with the requirements imposed by the regulatory acts.
The company pays annually very large amounts of money, although it complies with the limits provided by the environmental laws in force:

· environmental fund fee - over 4 million LEI/year, depending upon the production;
· technological wastewater fee–approximately 600 thousand LEI/year, paid at a price 24 times higher than the price paid by Hidroelectrica, for example;

· CO2 certificates purchase - approximately 600 million LEI/year, depending upon the production and the market price;
· a fee for each hectare of land removed from the National Forest Fund, whose value would allow the afforestation of an area of 5 hectare.

2. In 2016, a conflict occured when Complexul Energetic Oltenia refused to offer the compensation desired by the villagers of Runcurel. The Government then approved an Emergency Ordinance stating that the project is of national importance and offering the villagers of Runcurel 30 days to leave their homes in exchange for one euro per square meter of land. Money is not enough for the people to buy houses and land elsewhere. It is expected to be approved other similar emergency ordinances.
The expropriated individuals were compensated for the land value, according to the Government Decisions, at a price set by an expert valuer. With respect to houses, Complexul Energetic Oltenia negotiated the price with each owner, granting the appropriate damages at their fair value, passing of stages and concluding all the legal deeds stipulated by the binding regulations for the conduct of negotiations in order to acquire the use and access to the lands where the mining activities are performed.

3. The villagers in the neighbourhood of Complexul Energetic Oltenia open pits are complaining about the negative impact on their lives  for which they are not compensated. The noise level for the villagers living in the neighbourhood of the open pits is unhealthy, but no one takes action.
Complexul Energetic Oltenia took action to eliminate the causes that can generate noise and adopted solutions to stop the spread of sound waves by installing silencers and sound absorbing panels.

Noise level monitoring indicates values that fall within the permissible limits.

4. The villagers in Gorj county say that mining has contaminated the underground waters and they have no clean water.

The lignite exploitation is authorized also by the “Romanian Waters” National Administration. The monitoring of waste water quality parameters of the discharged water does not indicate exceeding of the maximum permissible values, respectively no pollution of the waters in which they are discharged.

Complexul Energetic Oltenia has invested in the further development and maintenance of water supply networks and sewage treatment plants in 16 villages in Gorj County.

5. Dust pollution caused by mining means crops are often compromised in villages where people make their living farming.

As a result of the investments (wetting installations, carcasses, electrostatic precipitators modernisation, discharge of ash and slag in dense slurry system), the quality of the ambient air in the region has been improved considerably, as demonstrated by the 11 fixed stations that are part of the National Monitoring Network of Air Quality.

6. Forests are cut down for open pits to be extended, and it will take decades to grow again - if afforestation is made correctly.
Deforestation of forestry vegetation is made with the strictly observation of legal requirements.

Returning back into the economic circuit of land plots affected by mining exploitations involves re-arrangement and levelling of the areas and, subsequently, planting of crops or tree juveniles for returning to the forestry circuit; the rehabilitation of area from ecological point of view is 100%.

Throughout 5 years of operation, Complexul Energetic Oltenia planted approximately 685 ha of acacia forest, while only 108 ha were removed from the National Forest Fund. Currently, 220 hectares are to be arranged, of which 60 ha are reforestations, and during 2017 the necessary steps were taken for the development of projects on a total area of 810 ha, out of which 110 ha for afforestations.
7. Toxicity caused by mining has a long term impact.

The lignite exploitation activity is performed according to the documents approved by all the competent authorities that certify that such activity is not toxic and does not use toxic substances.

Meanwhile, the negative long-term impact of “green” energy on host ecosystems and on the health of neighbouring human habitats is well known.
8. In 2013, an accident occurred in Turceni, when an ash spill flooded dozens of houses and 15 hectares of land. The cleaning of land and the damage payment were difficult to be done. Sometimes the damage is never compensated, and the villagers are aware they have no chance in the Court.
The incident occurred in Turceni was caused by the existence of breaches made by the villagers to the  collecting channel bank, for the supply of water from the channel, in order to irrigate their own agricultural land.

12 buildings were damaged as a result of the incident.
In the affected area, the following works have been  performed in a proportion of 100%:
- Cleaning of ash from the villagers courtyards;
- Arrangement of the communal road, the current state being better than the initial one (there were drainage gullies and undercrossing of metal pipes, even if they did not exist before the event);
-Arrangement of rain water collecting system;
- Un-clogging of greenhouses, land arrangement and building of new greenhouses in another location;
- Un-clogging and sanitation of affected fountains.

9. Lanslides are taking place in Gorj, destroying people's houses.
Landslides are caused by natural factors. According to the information provided by the villagers, some massive landslides took place 70-80 years ago. The action range of mining equipment is hundreds of meters away.

*FURTHER EXPLANATIONS
There is a report entitled “Europe's Dark Cloud: How coal-burning countries make their neighbours sick”, according to which Rovinari Thermal Power Plant would have caused in 2013 the premature death of 250 people, while the same report shows that none of the thermal power plants within Complexul Energetic Oltenia is included in the ranking of the largest SO2 or NOx emissions generators in Europe in 2013.

We want to bring to the attention of public opinion that the number of employees registered with occupational diseases within Complexul Energetic Oltenia represents 0.5% of the total number of employees, and in 2013 as referred to in the above mentioned report, there were 3 cases of occupational diseases (hearing disorders) within Rovinari Thermal Power Plant.
Therefore, considering that own employees are the most exposed to the action of the noxious factors compared to the other inhabitants of the area, it is hard to believe that the operation of Rovinari Thermal Power Plant caused 250 premature deaths (50% with chronic bronchitis).
In reality, according to the statistical statements of Public Health Department of Gorj County, in 2013 a number of 46 deaths is registered in Rovinari, and the deaths caused by diseases of the respiratory system in the whole county represent 3.7%.
A report whose title clearly denotes the against-coal position may raise a question mark compared to the statistical situation of an institution whose object of activity is nor to support or terminate coal-fired power generation.
It is also worth mentioning the fact that, in the review for 2015 (presented in the same report) relating to the impact of CO2 emissions on climate conditions, Romania is not ranked among the top 30 thermal power plants with the most negative impact in this respect.
CONCLUSION
Bringing to the public attention of untrue statements for termination of coal fired power generation is an ongoing action undertaken by environmental organizations.
They have repeatedly stated that coal-fire emissions have a negative effect on the population health, ignoring intentionally the existence of high performance electrostatic precipitators, flue gas desulphurization systems and discharge system of ash and slag in dense slurry resulted from the burning process – i.e. investments that make the environmental impact to fall within the limits currently imposed by the European Directives.

Under these circumstances, the following simple question arises: Will the conventional energy producers' closure positively affect the health of the unemployed or a population insecure about an energy system on which even the medical services depend?
Best regards,

President of the Board of Directors                                                             Member of the Board of Directors
Sorin Boza                                                                                                         Ovidiu Balacescu

