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Dear Ms. Darooka, 

We would like to thank you for giving us the opportunity to respond on this matter.  

The Indian Institute of Management Bangalore is an independent institution; any action taken by the 
institution against one of its faculty members, is their internal matter and it would not be appropriate for us 
to comment on this.  

On the issue of Hindustan Unilever Limited’s former factory in Kodaikanal, our endeavour has always 
been to resolve this issue in a fair and transparent manner. As you know, the issue which has been in the 
public domain for a long time, and we have made our position publicly known including through regular 
updates on our website. 

We are aware that in July 2018, there was a lecture that one of the faculty members hosted at the Indian 
Institute of Management Bangalore (IIMB), where activists were invited to engage with the students. The 
session was held with no representation from Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL). Moreover, no attempt was 
made to reach out to HUL and understand the facts of the case. We feel that an issue where statutory 
and judiciary authorities are involved and have passed judgements, it is inappropriate to cast aspersions 
which are not based on facts. It is also pertinent to mention that the matter was sub judice with the 
National Green Tribunal (NGT), which is India’s highest Court dealing with environment-related cases.  

We would like to take this opportunity to inform you about a recent and important development on this 
matter. On November 1, 2018, the NGT cleared the way for soil remediation at HUL’s former factory in 
Kodaikanal. Affirming that the right soil remediation standard is being followed as recommended by the 
expert panel set up by India’s Central Pollution Control Board, the NGT dismissed the petition filed by 
activists who claimed that Unilever was pushing for sub-standard soil remediation.  

We have always conducted all matters related to Kodaikanal with full transparency. We are committed to 
cleaning up the site and will continue to act in an open and responsible manner. Please reach out to us in 
case you have any additional questions – we would be happy to answer them.  

Regards, 

Prasad Pradhan 

 

Head – Sustainable Business and Communications,  

Hindustan Unilever Limited 

https://www.hul.co.in/about/our-position-on/kodaikanal-mercury-factory/

