[image: image1.jpg]LAWYERS FOR PALESTINIAN /\ ' /\
HUMAN RIGHTS








Mr. Ishay Davidi

Chief Executive Officer

FIMI Opportunity Funds
Electra Tower
98 Yigal Alon Street
Tel Aviv 6789141
Israel 
                                                                                                                             08 March 2017
Dear Mr. Davidi,
Re: Clarification on FIMI Opportunity Funds pending acquisition of G4S Israel
We write to request clarification on FIMI Opportunity Funds’ (FIMI) plans for the performance of certain services following its acquisition of G4S Israel. 

Overview
We acknowledge the announcement by G4S plc, on 2 December 2016, that it has reached an agreement on the sale of G4S Israel to FIMI Opportunity Funds. We have welcomed the decision to sell G4S Israel as being an act in accordance with G4S’ business and human rights responsibilities. The sale follows the 2015 adverse findings made by the UK National Contact Point (UK NCP) in relation to G4S' involvement with human rights violations in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt). 
We note that G4S made no reference in its press release to the UK NCP's adverse findings against the company. It is therefore unclear whether FIMI is aware that G4S’ activities in Israel and the oPt have been found to be in breach of human rights obligations, or how FIMI will address such issues following its acquisition of G4S Israel. 

The purpose of this letter is to seek clarity on these points. 

Findings of UK NCP
As you may be aware, the UK NCP concluded upon investigating LPHR’s business and human rights complaint against G4S, that the company had failed to address human rights violations by Israeli state agencies with which it is involved through a business relationship, and found a linked ‘technical’ breach of two overarching obligations to respect human rights. 

The services that were the subject of the UK NCP complaint relate to the supply, installation and maintenance of equipment at facilities and operations in Israel and the oPt that are associated with violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights law. Specifically, the services include: 

· Contracts to service and maintain full body scanners and baggage scanning equipment used at military checkpoints in the West Bank, including the Qalandia checkpoint, the Bethlehem checkpoint and the Irtah (Sha’ar Efraim) checkpoint;

· Contracts to provide full body scanners to the Erez checkpoint in Gaza; and

· Contracts to provide security systems for the Ofer detention facility in the oPt and for different facilities inside Israel, including the Ketziot, Megiddo and Damon prisons, as well as for the Kishon (‘Jalameh’) and Jerusalem (‘Russian Compound’) detention facilities. 
Request for clarification

We have seen no public assurance from FIMI that it will seek to address the human rights violations at Israeli prisons and detention centres, and at military checkpoints, including along the separation barrier. This omission, combined with the evidence that is has agreed to buy G4S Israel following the UK NCP's adverse findings, does raise initial serious concerns over whether FIMI has carried out adequate pre-acquisition due diligence, and whether it is giving appropriate consideration to its own business and human rights responsibilities. 
Given this, please confirm: 

1. Whether you were already aware of the findings that G4S’s activities in Israel and the oPt was in breach of human rights obligations; and

2. How you will seek to address the human rights violations at Israeli prisons and detention centres, and at military checkpoints, including along the separation barrier that are linked to the services provided by G4S Israel?
Yours sincerely,
Tareq Shrourou (Director) and Claire Jeffery
Lawyers for Palestinian Human Rights 

Lawyers for Palestinian Human Rights, C/O Mansfield Chambers, 14 Gray's Inn Road, London WC1X 8HN
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