
Metal Refinery Limited (EPZ) 

In the year 2007, the Metal Refinery (EPZ) limited, begun its operations of recycling lead from 

old used lead-acid batteries at Owino Uhuru, an informal settlement on the outskirt of Mombasa 

town.  Shortly after, complaints emerged from the community within the vicinity of the industry, 

that the company was poisoning the environment through its poor management of its liquid, solid 

and gaseous waste.The complaints were centered on the fact that the incidence of disease 

especially, respiratory diseases were tremendously increasing in the village since its operation.  

It took CJGEA 7 years of persistent lobbying and advocacy to get a government funded prevalence 

study done in the community.  Several reports have since been produced after intense lobbying, 

one from the senate(click on link), one from a parliamentary taskforce (click on link)and one from 

the Ministry of Health(click on link). 

In 2016, CJGEA instituted a class action suit on behalf of the Owino Uhuru community 

challenging the responsibility of the state and Non state actors towards the protection of the right 

to a clean and healthy environment. Six respondents were served in 2016 however, Metal Refinery 

EPZ LTD (the smelter plant) and Penguin Paper and Book Company  (the Kenyan company 

that housed the smelter) evaded our process server for a whole year. On 26th January 2017, our 

legal team defended our right to serve Metal Refinery EPZ LTD and Penguin Paper and Book 

Company  by way of newspaper advertisement and this was published in the Standard Newspaper 

on 2nd February 2017.See attached newspaper advert.   

Since 27th January, 2017, CJGEA members from Owino Uhuru have been receiving death threats 

after they have been accused of planning to evict the other community members from their land. 

This happened after the petition was misinterpreted to the community members misleading them 

by stating that the petition would evict then if it goes through. These were all false accusations as 

the petition seeks to ensure Owino Uhuru community is remediated and the community members 

compensated.  

 

 

 



 

 

Inset: Metal Refinery Service notice 


